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Sheffield and Districts Durgotsab and Cultural Committee
2020

Dear friends,

On behalf of the Sheffield and districts Durgotsab and cultural committee we would like to warmly
address you all for the Durgotsab period 2020. This year our ‘celebrations” are muted due to the
Coronavirus pandemic. Throughout the world, so many lives have been tragically lost. Our own
community has suffered some devastating losses of much-loved friends and family members due to
COVID 19. During the pandemic, the added impact of cyclone Amphan claimed even more lives
when it hit Bengal in May this year.

The executive committee took part in a virtual meeting and came to the conclusion that it would not
be appropriate to engage in any face to face celebrations this year, given our heavy hearts from the
loss of loved ones as well as government enforced public gathering rules. The pandemic continues
to shape our lives and we have been forced to adapt to a world even more reliant on technology to
stay connected. A lot of us have felt lonely during the lockdown period and although restrictions
are easing, the threat of the virus and the ongoing pandemic has left us unable to socialise with our
friends and families like before. Considering this we must do our best as a community to stay
positive and support one another within our restrictions. We would therefore still like to engage
with everyone by hosting a virtual ‘Chandipaath” online by our priests during Saptami, Ashtami
and Navami and again prayers during Kali puja. In addition to this, some members of our puja
community will be displaying virtual performances on Saptami, Ashtami and Navami, in order to
boost morale and lift our spirits during puja time. Our appreciation goes to all those involved in
organising and taking part in the virtual performances.

We reminisce of our wonderful puja celebrations in the past and remain hopeful for Pujas in the
future, but this will be subject to the control of Coronavirus and up to date government guidelines
at the time. Our secretaries will keep you informed of any developments. Our sincerest thanks to all
the members of the puja committee who have joined in these difficult circumstances and made the
effort to keep our members united this year.

We pray to Ma Durga for everyone’s good physical and mental health, especially during these trying
times. Our thoughts and prayers are with all the members of our community and their friends and

families.

Joy Ma Durga. Durgotinashini.

Dr. Shibopriyo Mukhopadhyay, Convenor Mrs Rama Rana, Convenor



From the editors’ desk.....

It is our great honour and pleasure to welcome you all to the Sheffield and Districts Durgotsab and
Cultural Committee, United Kingdom, 2020.

Kashphool retains its name and ethos, but this year with even more gems from members and friends
worldwide. We are sure you will enjoy leafing through this edition.

Such a venture is impossible without the support of our well-wishers and contributors, and to them
we extend our sincere gratitude.

This year we have been inundated with articles from you all. This speaks highly of us as a recognised
institution.

As always, we have worked hard to put all the material together for you to enjoy but apologise in
advance for any inadvertent errors of omissions or commissions.

We look forward to your support for this pujo, and in the years to come.

Dr Shrabani Saha Dr Arundhati Chakrabarty

e

The committee is grateful for the nice coverage drawn by Dr Anjan Chakrabarti inspired by the
painting of Sri Jamini Roy.

For subscription & membership fees by BACS

Account Name: Sheffield & District Durgotsab Committee (SDDC)
Account Number: 41433288

Sort Code: 40-32-01

Bank: HSBC

Emai: secretary@barnsleypujo.co.uk




The joint secretaries” address..........

We hope you are all well in this strange new world! So much has changed in a short period of time.
We are all busy dealing with unforeseen situation caused by Covid 19. It has not only taken a huge
toll on our life but also has caused immense adverse effect on our mind. Many of us have lost our
family members and friends. Our lives have become restricted. The whole world is suffering and
going through a crisis! As a consequence of these SDDCC took a painful decision for not organising
our Durga puja this year. Nothing is more important than ensuring health and safety of our family
members, friends and others.

In spite of all our suffering we are moving forward. This year, SDDCC has decided to arrange some
online pujas and Chandipath during the Durga puja time. We have also invited some guest artists
from Kolkata for our online Bijaya Sanmiloni programme on 19t October 2020. Hope you all will
enjoy the programme.

We are hope full that we will soon overcome this difficult situation. In future when we will look
back to this difficult time and feel proud to see how we individually and collectively responded to
it.

Wish you all good health.
Joy Ma Durga!

Dr Sanjay Ghosal

Dr Kaustabh Raychaudhuri

Joint Secretaries

Sheffield & District Durgotsab Committee (SDDC)
Email: secretary@barnsleypujo.co.uk

Secretariat:
Dr Sanjay Ghosal Dr Kaustabh Dr Sugaro Sarkar Dr Manash Deb
Raychaudhuri Barma




EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR PUJA & CULTURAL PROGRAMME 2020-21

Joint Convenors
Dr Shibopriya Mukhopadhyay
Mrs Rama Rana
Joint General Secretaries
Dr Sanjay Ghosal
Dr Kaustabh Raychaudhuri
Cultural Secretary
Mrs Moushumi Datta
Mr Subir Sen
Joint IT & Web secretaries
Mrs Amrita Pradhan & Mr Rhijubrata Saha
Advisors to the committee
Dr Prabal K Datta
Dr Satyendu Mitra
Mr Arup Rana
Mrs Sudipta. Samanta
Priest

Dr Amit Banerjee
Dr Panchojanyo Ghatak

Media & Advertisement Secretary
Mr Gautam Chakrabarty
Mr Saptarshi Mukherjee
Joint Treasurers
Dr Manash Deb Barma
Dr Sugato Sarkar
Joint Health & Safety Secretaries
Mrs Dipali Dutta
Mrs. Eshita Pramanik
Accountant
Mr Subir Sen
Brochure Secretary
Dr Arundhati Chakrabarty
Dr Shrabani Saha




FULL MEMBERS FOR PUJA & CULTURAL PROGRAMME 2019 - 2020

Mrs Malan & Dr Jayant Amonkar

Mrs Karabi Banerjee

Mrs Sangeeta & Dr Amit Banerjee

Mrs Jayeeta Banerjee & Mr. Suman Raha
Mrs Neepa Banerjee & Mr. Susovan Sarkar

Mrs Milly Basu & Mr Subhajit Basu
Mrs Julia & Dr Nilajan Basu

Mrs Sinjini & Mr Samujjwal Basu

Mrs Shanta Basu

Drs Sipra & Monotosh Bhadra

Drs Anindita Biswas & Manash DebBarma
Mrs Mitali & Dr Bivas Biswas

Drs Sheila & Chandan Biswas

Drs Arundhati & Gautam Chakrabarty
Mrs Barnali & Dr Abhijit Chakrabarty
Mrs Swapna & Dr Kamal Chakraborty
Drs Sunanda & Shyamal Chatterjee
Drs Kabita & Chinmoy Chaudhuri
Smt Krishna Rani Chowdhury

Mrs Saswati & Mr Pradip Chongder
Mrs Jayashree & Dr Arun Das

Drs Lopa & Abhay Das

Mrs Sudipa & Dr Rajarshi Das

Mrs Moushumi & Dr Prabal Datta
Mrs Rangajaba & Dr Dipak Datta

Mrs Dipali & Dr Ahin Dutta

Drs Tapati & Ashish Dutta

Mrs Sutopa & Dr Subhasis Duttagupta
Mrs Priti & Dr Ajit Garai

Drs Anuradha & Subrata Ghosh

Dr Arijit Ghosh

Drs Protima Rani & Purnendu Ghosh
Mrs Sudipta & Dr Adwaita Ghosh
Mrs Indrila & Dr Sanjay Ghoshal

Mrs Baishali & Dr Panchojanyo Ghatak
Mrs. Anuradha & Mr Prosenjit Giri
Mrs Pavan & Dr Rajeev Gupta

Mrs Mohua & Mr Nimish Khumbani
Mr. Rahul Mandal

Mrs Sumitra & Dr Anil Mandal

Mrs Reena & Dr Satyendu Mitra

Dr. Tapati & Mr.Sujit Mukherjee

Drs Manjushree & Shibopriyo Mukhopadhyay
Drs Sushmita & Victor Palit

Mrs Amrita Pradhan & Mr Arnab Kundu
Mrs Esita & Dr Pradip Pramanik

Mrs Rama & Dr Arup Rana

Dr Sangeeta Ray & Mr Subir Sen

Drs Dina & Kaustabh Raychaudhuri

Mrs Lopa & Mr Rhijubrata Saha

Mrs Rani & Mr Priyolal Saha

Drs Renuka & Kamal Samanta

Dr Shrabani Saha & Mr Saptarshi Mukherjee
Mrs Sudipta & Mr Sandip Samanta

Drs Rajarshi & Sugato Sarkar

Mrs Archana Seth

Mrs Vijay & Dr Rajpal Singh

We regret to say that the Puja Committee is unable to accept any liability for personal injury or loss of
property of any kind.




Dear All,
Namaskar, my name is Subir Sen. I want to convey my love and best wishes to all our members for

Durga Puja and Diwali on behalf of Sheffield and District Durgotsav and Cultural Puja Committee
(SDDCCQ).

It is my great privilege and honour to get the opportunity to serve the community in this challenging
time in history. I sincerely tried my best along with my team members Sharmistha, Barnali, Indrila,
and Panchojonyo to keep you happy and elated during these sombre days of lockdown and deadly
pandemic.

This year we missed our gathering physically, I am proud that our virtual platform helped to
surprisingly unveil so many talents amongst us during these gloomy days that had been left
unexplored until now.

I am obliged and thankful to everyone for your delightful support and encouragement all
throughout my journey as a Cultural Secretary of SDCC. My heartful thank goes to Mousumi Di,
Sudipta Di, Susmita Di, Lopa Di and Susovan for their invaluable assistance and cooperation. There
are many more people I am grateful to, without who's cheerful participation, my effort couldn't have
been so successful and enjoying.

My sincere apologies as I am not able to mention all your names. Last but not the least, I appreciate
our talented kids for their happy contribution to our programs. You kids are amazing and treasure
of SDDCC.

I firmly believe we together would make out of this pandemic triumphant and victorious. Iearnestly
pray to Ma Durga from the core of my heart to keep us all safe and healthy.

3% STHl A1 wgHA
Lead us from the asatya to the satya.

THE! AT SR AT
Lead us from darkness to light.

Lead us from death to immortality

3% QITfeT: STl T
om shanti shanti shanti.

Regards and Thank You.
Subir Sen
Cultural Secretoryy, SDDCC
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SHEFFIELD & DISTRICT DURGOTSAV &

CULTURAL COMMITTEE PRESENTS PUJA

By FB Live from Sheffield Durgotsav FB
Page

Schedule:
23 October Fri Saptami from 18:00
24 October Sat Ashtami from 17:00

25 October Sun Nabami from 17:00

Puja will be conducted by our Priest Dr P
Ghatak and will consist of Narayan Puja,
Maa Durga Mantras and Chandipath
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The committee is grateful to State Bank of India for their sponsorship since the last four years.
Many thanks goes to the media and advertisement secretary.




Lockdown life, work and pandemic parenting
Nilanjana Tewari

My life usually keeps me incredibly busy, constantly striving, at home and at work, to keep afloat. I
try to be systematic and organised in my approach to life but it is not always successful. Two young
children, a husband who often works in a different city or different country, a demanding job, an
ambitious nature and a desire to please mean that my head is usually full of thousands of tasks and
plans. I schedule our day to day lives in a great deal of detail and usually several weeks in advance.
It is a trait which my husband struggles with as he prefers an element of spontaneity.

When we started to receive information about the scale and seriousness of the impending
Covid-19 pandemic, my first feelings, in common with many people around the world, were of
panic. I couldn’t imagine even a short period of time when my children could not attend childcare,
schools would close, people would stop going in to work and healthcare workers would be asked
to deal with a global emergency situation the likes of which we had never encountered or been
trained for. The suggestion of pressing the pause button on the remote control of life was
unthinkable.

As the year progressed and more Covid-19 cases were reported from China, then Europe
and the first cases were diagnosed in the UK, the impending pandemic became a realistic threat.
Conversations at my primary age child’s school remained light-hearted and parents were stoically
unconvinced that the established school system would succumb to this invisible virus. At work, in
a healthcare setting, meetings were called to discuss involving as yet unqualified medical students
in delivering a service when the pressures outstripped current staffing levels. Yet, despite the
constant discussions on global news, social media and among social and professional contacts, I
steadfastly maintained that all the concerns would end in anti-climax.

Suddenly, one Thursday, I collected my daughter from school and our Prime Minister
confirmed that schools would be closing from the following Monday. Our school communicated
with us that all belongings could be collected the following day in anticipation of a full school
closure. There were 10 remaining days of term before the Easter break and I had believed that even
if schools ever closed, they would stay open until the holiday. This enormous step for the children,
parents, government and country highlighted to me, finally, that the Covid-19 pandemic was going
to vastly change our lives.

As we prepared for the following day, the last day of school, still somewhat dazed, I explored
childcare options. I had conversations with my widowed mother about how she was going to
manage living alone. We learned that my in-laws had received a letter from the government advising
that, as they were at significant risk from the virus, they should remain at home and would receive
regular support packages. My husband had confirmation that he could work from home as long as
he needed to support childcare. When I collected my younger daughter from nursery, her carers
sorrowfully confirmed that they, too, had been advised to close the premises except for children of
keyworkers. Emergency meetings at work followed to rearrange schedules in anticipation of staff
sickness, need for self-isolation, increased emergency demands and the loss of capacity of elective
activity. We began to familiarise ourselves with terms such as ‘shielding’, ‘furlough’, ‘redeployment’
and “social distancing’.

Groups of parents from school and nursery set up virtual social groups so that the children
could keep in touch with each other while they were at home. These became a welcome insight into
activities of other families, but also a forum for competition on who was providing the most
successful home schooling experience. My husband bore the heaviest burden of childcare and



provided a variety of educational experiences for the children, ranging from cooking together to
growing root vegetables and herbs, exploring the local nature reserves to practising goalkeeping
skills in the back garden. After a few weeks of attempting to do this while dialling in to virtual
meetings and regularly being interrupted by inquisitive children, he was furloughed.

In the healthcare sector, work life was unrecognisable. I was in the fortunate position of
recently being appointed to a senior clinical position but the hierarchy was flattened to manage the
demands of the pandemic. Our junior team were asked to move to medical wards to assist with the
deluge of patients suspected or confirmed to be infected with Covid-19. Our specialist nurses were
required on the intensive care unit to care for those who were the most seriously affected by the
virus. Although people were afraid to present to their doctors, the most seriously ill had little option
and we continued to manage those with emergency and life-threatening conditions. This required
the constant presence in hospital of the most senior clinicians, through the day and all through the
night.  had hoped that this work pattern would be left behind once my training days were complete
and at my later age, with years of child-related sleep deprivation, the tolls on my body and mind
were considerable.

However, the Covid-19 pandemic has been a revelation in aspects of my family and
professional life. In between long and demanding shifts, it was mandated that I spend 72 hours off
work to reduce my potential exposure to the virus. My husband and children were also at home and
incredibly excited to have me around and free for days at a time. We took family bike rides and my
older daughter impressed me with her hitherto undiscovered stamina while the younger one fell
asleep blissfully relaxed in her seat on the back of her dad’s bike. We cooked and ate together and
the addition of homegrown herbs facilitated my previously slightly fussy daughter’s
experimentation with more exotic foods. The warm weather allowed us to spend days being
splashed by hyperactive children jumping in and out of the paddling pool, setting up dens in the
tent pitched on the back lawn, creating colourful art on long rolls of paper stretched across the patio
and taking long walks during our allocated exercise time punctuated by stops for iced treats.

At work, our new work pattern paired me up with colleagues who I rarely encounter and
some who I distance myself from intentionally. I learned more about their lives outside work and
most of what I learned allowed me to view them more favourably. Some individuals embraced the
increased challenges and demonstrated admirable leadership while others showed themselves to be
troublemakers rather than problem solvers. We learned to ‘don” and ‘doff’ and re-educated
ourselves on offering comfort to our patients through the barriers of face masks, gloves and gowns.
We learned of the valiant efforts of individuals and teams, of innovations, laudable achievements
and tragic losses. In the words of Winston Churchill, we had “nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears
and sweat”.

As I write, we are approaching the third phase of this global pandemic. We have endured a
full lockdown, school and nursery closures, we have been restricted to virtual interactions with even
the closest family and friends. We have accepted that this summer our most glamorous adventure
will involve a staycation in the West Midlands and we are hopefully anticipating that our children
will be able to return to a recognisable school day in a few weeks’ time. I have revelled in the
opportunity to educate and be educated by my children while acknowledging the supreme skills of
their teachers and carers. I will keep the image of the wind-blown grins on their faces while cycling
at full speed and remember that it helped me through nights away from them trying to sleep in a
stuffy on-call room. The first visit to my mother’s garden when we phoned her and told her to look
out of the window then huddled in her garage when it rained has created a memory, and a video,



which sustains us through the long weeks of separation. Lunch with their nana and granddad,
uncles and cousins in the garden was the highlight of my children’s school summer holiday.
Pandemic life and post-pandemic life bears little resemblance to what came before. We have
gone through several versions of a new schedule of work and no longer know what “normal” is.
Although both children have returned to nursery and school briefly before the summer, “bubbles’
and ‘social distancing’ have affected their experience in ways we have yet to fully understand. The
sense of fear with which this global event has blemished the world is not yet expunged. However, I
have learned about who and what the priorities are in my world. To finish with another quote from
Churchill, “Success is not final, failure is not fatal, it is the courage to continue that counts”.

Durga Puja

Maya Tewari Bull
Age 6 years

Durga is a powerful God. She defeated Mahisha the evil demon. Mahisha made a wish to the God
and he granted it. His wish was that no one could defeat him, no man or no God. When they got
into a war, the Gods decided to create a woman who had ten arms. Each hand had a powerful
weapon in it. Even though Mahisha thought Durga couldn’t defeat him, Durga tried her best. Even
when Mahisha changed his shape, Durga defeated him. Mahisha thought that women can’t defeat
powerful men because he thought they weren’t strong enough. Durga showed him that women are
sometimes as powerful as men. I think that everyone who believes in Durga should celebrate Durga
Puja. If she didn’t defeat the demon for us, the world might have all been full of mean people.
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Ditipriya ‘Reem” Mukhopadhyay sadly passed away in January 2020. She is greatly missed by her friends and
family. Ditipriya frequently contributed creative written pieces to the puja brochure in her younger years.
Below is a piece which was published in the 1998 brochure. The words from this prose are as relevant to today
as they were 22 years ago.

‘Sharadiya’

The world continues to evolve, moving forward every day. Changes take place in all our lives - our
social, personal and political lives. Our minds alter - we think differently, reflecting the changes
around us. Our lives are dynamic. The differences between us are natural, but they do not stop
Bengali and non-Bengalis alike from uniting in Autumn festivities, in sharing thoughts and desires.

Autumn brings nostalgia for all of us. Years spent in a different land never seem to erase the
memories of clouds drifting through the sky like rafts on the sea, of green fields stretching as far as
the horizon. The seasonal smell of ‘Shefali’ flowers lives on in our memories.

Amidst bereavement, pain and frustration, the Autumn season brings hope, promises of better
things. Hearts leap with joy at the sound of the festival drum, the drum signifying Puja’s arrival.
Everyone together welcomes the one who brings happiness and well-being. Devi, saviour of
mankind and the world, you protect us from all evils, in all aspects of life. Through bad times and
good, you are our saviour, our ultimate destiny.

Ditipriya Reem Mukhopadhyay
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Cricket and Me

This piece is me indulging in cricket nostalgia. I have participated in other sports, but none of them
have held parallels with real life like cricket does for me. Read on if you agree.

Cricket was ever present at home. Baba was a semi-professional cricketer and played for the
club Milan Samity for more than twenty years. I understand that had he made the move to East
Bengal or Mohun Bagan he might have gone on to represent Bengal. But that’s another story. I was
8 when he took me along to Maidan to watch one of his matches. Baba scored 99 and a certain 19
year old called Sourav Ganguly, playing for Rajasthan club, scored 99 too. I do not remember who
won that match as I slept through the entire match. Lesson: Be aware of what is going on around
you at all times. You might be witnessing history!

About eight years later I was one of the thousands of kids who were making their way to the
Maidan on Saturdays and Sundays to a cricket coaching center to learn the sport that had given us
Bangalis our true national hero after Subhash Bose. I was lucky to call Raja Mukherjee and Barun
Barman my coaches. For the uninitiated, the former used to open the innings with Sunil Gavaskar
for the Indian School team and the latter was one of those who missed out on playing for India
because he did not play for the right state in Ranji Trophy. I remember proudly how Raja Sir
complemented me once on a leave when I closely watched a delivery from a fast bowler and let it
go after accounting for the extra bounce and late inswing. Barun Sir once commented that I had a
beautiful bowling action. You see at that stage I wanted to be a Test match opener who would bat
all day and could bowl a tight line. I did not care much about scoring runs or taking wickets. It is no
wonder therefore that after all these years no one else besides me would talk about my cricket
‘achievements’. Lesson: Have real goals and then go for them full tilt. Do not do it otherwise.

I stopped playing cricket altogether when preparing for the ISC examinations. Later on I
picked it up again at Jadavpur University, opening the batting for the Chemistry department in 12
over tennis ball tournaments. So I did get to open the batting after all but note I had stopped bowling
by now altogether. Once I batted the entire 12 overs and hit a six off the last ball to tie a match. When
I described the match to Baba later on that evening, he exclaimed, “You scored 36 after batting all of
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12 overs!” Lesson: Don’t exult before a proper evaluation of the events.

After a gap of a few years, I started cricket again in the most unlikely of places: Basel,
Switzerland. I was suddenly in a team that had players from Pakistan, Sri Lanka, South Africa,
England, New Zealand, Australia and of course India. No one cared much about the outcomes of
the matches as long as we could get to play the game. And suddenly I was enjoying playing cricket
again, like I had enjoyed it when playing with my childhood friend Bhaswar at Santosh Mitra Square
in Sealdah. The highlight of my Swiss cricket experience came on April 1st 2011. We were chasing
exactly 300 to win in a 40 over match against Geneva. I was witness to the most outrageous show of
batting that I had ever seen live and that too from the non-striker’s end. One of our openers, Zaheer,
scored an astounding 200 that day to win us the game. I went in to bat at number 6 and remained
not out, scoring 60 not out of the 190 runs in the partnership with Zaheer. Earlier, unleashing off
spinners that did not spin, I had bowled the only maiden of the match. The next day we watched
India lift the World Cup at a pub in Basel. Lesson: Who cares if you are actually good? If you love it

keep doing it, at least you will have memories to write about.

Dr. Satrajit Chakrabarty, Switzerland



FRIENDS WE HAVE LOST IN 2020
IN OUR HEARTS YOU WILL ALWAYS STAY LOVED AND REMEMBERED
AS YOU WERE
THE MEMORIES WE HAVE WILL LAST FOREVER

Dr. Sisir Saha

Mrs Dipika Saha

Mrs Sikha Moitra

Dr Gurupada Kundu
Dr Swapan Sengupta



The Forgotten People (2019) and A String of Pearls
(2016), two popular books log a British tindian
author — Swapna Das

Avatlable from Amazon, Waterstones and Wt
Swith.

THE

Durga Puja Greetings from.:
sSwapna, Sunil, Dilip and Prabhat Das
Chester
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