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You probably know where you want your inherntance to
go when you die. But making sure your legacy gets to the
right peopie ot the right time can be hard work There's a
iot to think about, rom clearty documenting your intentions
to making the most of gifting allowances and pinpointing
legtimate ways to mitigate Inheritance Tax

We otter a triendly, local service, backed by the strength
and security of FTSE 100 company St James’s Place Wedth
Management. Let us guide you through the estate planning
maze and make sure your inheritance plans come good.

Let’s start a conversation.
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COME, JOIN US!

Membership Subscription: £125 per year (15t May — 30" April)
Payment by:

Online BACS transfer (preferred):

Account Name - Sheffield & District (SDDCC)

Sort Code - 40-32-01
Account Number - 41433288

or c;&;,;.;

S

> & WE ACCEPT
s Or by card

VISA

DEBIT & CREDIT

On site during puja by cash

Please Visit Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldDurgapuja

Please Visit Web site https://barnsleypuja.net/



https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldDurgapuja
https://barnsleypuja.net/

pc Sinjini Basu
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BEBARNSLEY

Metropolitan Borough Council
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MAYORAL OFFICE

My Ref: MSC / JWC / VW
Your Ref:
Date: June 2024

Enquiries to:  Vicky Warboys

Direct Dial: 01226 773804

E-Mail: mayorsoffice@barnsley.gov.uk
Dear Sheffield and District, Durgotsab and Cultural Committee members,

Sheffield & District Durgotsab Annual Cultural Event
Wednesday 9" October 2024
The Mayoress and | send you our warmest greetings on behalf of the people of Barnsley.
| congratulate you on organising and hosting another Durgotsab Cultural Festival later this year at
the Milton Hall in Elsecar.

Barnsley is a town that values and respects people of all backgrounds, cultures, and faiths. We are
proud to be a part of a multi racial society that enriches our lives and strengthens our bonds. We
appreciate the diverse Bengali cultures you bring to our borough, and we look forward to learning
more about your traditions and customs.

We are honoured to have been invited to attend the Durgotsab Annual Celebration later this year.
The Mayoress and | are excited to witness the colourful and vibrant performances, the delicious
and authentic cuisine, and the joyful and festive atmosphere.

| am sure it will be a memorable and enjoyable event for everyone.
Thank you for your kind invitation, and we look forward to meeting everyone on the 9% of
October.
//' )
Yours sincerely
Councillor John William Clarke JP

Mavyor of Barnsley

Town Hall, Church Street, Barnsley, S70 2TA
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CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME
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Dr Prabal Kanti Datta
Chairman

Happiness can be found, even in the darkest of times, if one only remembers to turn on the light."
— Albus Dumbledore.

While | pen these words with a heavy heart, | turn to the guiding light of the millennials which has
transcended generations. The leaves have taken the yellow hue in Yorkshire and the festive season
is upon us. We are not untouched by the deplorable events in Kolkata and stand together in solidarity
with our brothers and sisters on the streets. Durga Puja brings together the community, revitalising
the spirit and friendships. It for us, particularly as first-generation migrants, is more than a
sociocultural event. It is a check on our wellbeing, a gentle enquiry into our health. It allows us to
connect and not be socially isolated. To be here is to belong ....

While | hold Abhaya in my mind, raise my voice to bring change, | will also not forget to smile. Make
it the occasion to call on your friends and loved ones. Laugh a little, rejuvenate yourself. Focus,
recentre. Warm your soul...Winter is coming. Celebrate the Puja in the kindred spirit. Ma is with us,
within us and so is She.

Dr Sugato Sarkar
Vice Chairman



FROM THE SECRETARIAT

Dear friends,

It is our great pleasure in welcoming you all on the occasion of our annual
Durga Puja celebrations.

As autumn leaves change colour and fall to make way for a new beginning, we
are also perhaps waiting in anticipation to see humanity come together and
overturn the evil forces in the hope of a new and better future. The worship of
Maa Durga every year reminds us that the Gods are prepared to unify their
powers when it becomes necessary to fight against demons. At the end good
always triumphs over evil. This year many of us will be struggling to enjoy and
celebrate during the festival. We have accordingly toned down the level of
jubilation and merriment in our activities, as we stand in solidarity with our
friends in Kolkata and across the globe. However, we would like to invite you
dear friends, to celebrate the spirit of strength in unity and to hope for a better
world.

Also from this year, at the behest of our priest Dr Dibyendu Banerjee, we are
proudly introducing 'Kumari Puja’ as part of our Puja rituals. This will hopefully
become a rolling part of our programme every year.

We would like to thank our organising team and committee members who have
been working hard to ensure everything keeps running smoothly during all our
events. We would also like to thank our patrons and sponsors, whose generous
donations help us in organising such a big event.

Wishing you all a very happy and enjoyable puja.

Dr Sanjay Ghoshal Dr Manas Debbarman
General Secretary Asstt General Secretary

&
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2024 EVENT CALENDAR

Tuesday 08" October’24 Mahasasthi
Puja Starts: 17:30, Arti : 19:00
Pushpanjali : 19:30

WA 2D T, 589 WRTTDL
ATIIS: H:00 JAHIANS: d9:00
H&fT: Y9:90

Wednesday 09" October’24 Mahasaptami

Morning- Puja starts : 11:00, Arti : 12:30.
Pushpanjali : 13:00
Evening — Puja starts : 17:00, Arti : 19:00.

Pushpanjali : 19:30

JHATF 22 T, 58S NIIYA
S - FTIRS: $d:00 FENF WAo:;
Y2:90 TXAY N WE: y9:00
RCPTE - ST SIS H4:00 FHIANS:
59:00 TFHT AE(T: d&:00

Thursday 10" October’24 Mahaashtami FfeIF 20 WA, Y89 TRTE |
Morning- Puja starts : 11:00, Arti : 12:30. | I - YOS 9d:00 WAHRS: HR:00
Pushpanjali : 13:00 I & : yv:00

Evening — Puja starts : 18:30, Arti : 19:30. | fJrre] -T=IBN AF ATGT: Sb:vo
Pushpanjali : 20:00 THARS: Y&:90 W&f: 20:00

Friday 11" October’24 Mahanabami B3 |I|.!>°|, -\)')iwt';ﬁf\_ I\; _ 5:z-ioo
Morning- Puja starts : 10:30, Arti : 12:00. PILT - *JGILE: d0: A

Pushpanjali : 12:30, Hom : 16:00
Evening — Arti : 19:00, Pushpanjali : 19:30

W& d2:90 (TW: dM:00
IECEISCFI - AFHI f®: 98:00
& d9:90

Saturday 12t October’24 Bijoya Dashami
Sindoor khela & Dashami Prokriya : 11:30
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Wednesday 16" October’24 Kojagori
Lakshmi Pujo. Pujo starts: 18:00

JHATA 25 T, 5895 (FIGUTAL
QR ATGI YGISS: dvr:o0

Pushpanjali : 19:00 H&f: 99:00
Saturday 19" October’24 Bijoya Sanmilani | *If~Nd1d 2 FIMOF, Y895 fIGrTT
Cultural Function - 17:00 WW{WW - %q:00
Dinner - 20:00 % (OIS - 20:00
Thursday 315t October’24 Kali Pujo T Sy PIOF 5891
Puja starts : 14:30, Arti : 18.30. e
Pushpanjali : 19:00 HGIE $8:90 WHS: db:00

T S &f: y&:00
Saturday 08" February’25 Saraswati Pujo | *IfNAI9 2¢ NI 5895 SAF ! ATON
Puja starts : 11:00 AGIIS Hd:00

Saturday 12t April’25 NaboBorsho - 17:00
Dinner - 20:00

SfNAF 25 (6 F >89S NI - $q:00
=™ (OG- R0:00

Sunday 11" May’25 Annual General | Af91d 24 (MY S0
Meeting : 12:00 AT ARATIR]G GiT - H:00



EDITORS’ DESK

Recently our beloved city of Kolkata was shocked and
deeply disturbed by a brutal crime that shook everyone's
conscious and conscience to the core. Calcuttans who
pride themselves for their tolerance, intellectualism,
resilience has also often been called laid-back,
lackadaisical and choosing to stay out of trouble. But the
gruesome crime against a young woman doctor at her
place of work has shaken up this slumbering society into
definitive actions. A wave of disbelief, indignation and
finally disgust has led to the galvanisation of a society
which has for decades laid still, dreaming of its former | :
glory. A mass movement led by junior doctors fighting under a non- polltlcal
banner with the single agenda of bringing justice to the bereaved family, has
penetrated down to the grass roots and transcended borders. It's being called
the Bengal renaissance. It's being hailed as the great awakening. It has brought
hope to millions, like us, who have learned to live with their eyes closed and
mouth shut, for we have been taught that this is just how we must learn to
survive. Hence this new revolution has made even the hardcore sceptic wonder
- 'will truth finally triumph?'... only time will give us that answer.

Amongst this volcanic unrest, Bengali's biggest festival Durga puja is at the
doorstep. Although every eye is turned to the daily unfolding of events
surrounding the ongoing protest, silently like always, nature has been quietly
heralding Ma Durga's arrival. The sky has turned blue and the serene white
tufts of clouds have appeared adorning the blue sky like a necklace. The
summer greens have made way for the autumnal hues. The morning chill, the
mist on car windscreens the occasional autumn downpour and the denial to
abandon the summer jackets in favour of the warmer autumn ones, are just the
signs that come around every year and silently whisper 'Ma ashchhen'.

Ma Durga, the greatest and most ancient symbol of feminine power stands for
everything that we are praying for today as we stand shoulder to shoulder,
demanding justice for Abhaya. She embodies hope for a better tomorrow,
courage to stand up against evil, victory of good over bad. In her worship let's
pray for light. Let's pray that we can rid our mortal lives of demons, including
those that live in our own minds. Let's cleanse our souls. Let's embrace our
friends and more importantly our enemies. It's a time to come together and
create a better tomorrow. 'She’, will lead us from darkness to light.



| believe that as a society, these recent events have held up a mirror for us to
reflect on where we stand on our moral compass. Can we truly say that we do
our best, every single day, to uphold our values? Do we respect democracy,
do we allow others to think for themselves, do we practice what we preach?
When there's strife, can we truly let go of our ego and stand for what's right?
... We must, before it's too late. Otherwise, we will leave a world that's full of
hate, crime and injustice for subsequent generations. This is the chance that's
been given to our generation. To rise up and rise above pettiness.

As we pray in these dark times to Ma, we know prayers have the power to heal.
And may this pujo heal us, bring us strength because there's a steep fight
ahead. May we feel blessed by her presence and draw sustenance from her
love. May we forget and forgive but learn to stand up for our rights. Our right
for a free, fair and safe society that we can leave to our children and theirs.

“‘Sarva Mangala Mangalye; Shive Sarvartha Sadhike
Sharanye Tryambake Gauri, Narayani Namostute”

Rituparna

pc Saptaparni Ghosh
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EDITORS’ DESK
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Editors’ note: This endeavour would have been incomplete without the generous and
heartfelt contribution of many talented individuals. We are indebted and very grateful for all
the contributions made to this magazine, without which Kashphool would not have been
possible. Our deepest gratitude to everyone who thought about us and gave us their
precious time.

pc Saptaparni Ghosh
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Sugato Sarkar
Vice Chairman

Prabal Datta
Chairman

Manash Debbarman
Vice Secretary

Sanjay Ghoshal
Secretary

Samujjwal Basu

Sharmistha Bal
Asst. Treasurer

Treasurer

Subir Sen
Cultural Secretary

N "
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Manjusree Mukhopadhyay
Asst. Cultural Secretary

Pradip Chongder
Asst. Communication Secretary
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SDDCC PUROHITS 1989 - 2024: THE TORCH PASSES ON
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Dr Amit Banerjee Dr Dibyendu Bandyopadhyay
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SDDCC AGM MINUTES 2024
VENUE: MILTON HALL, ELSECAR, DATE: 12™ MAY 2024

In attendance:

Gautam Bal
Sarmistha Bal
Dibyendu Banerjee
Aditi Banerjee
Samujjwal Basu
Sinjini Basu

Milly Basu

Santa Basu
Monotosh Bhadra
Shipra Bhadra
Chandan Biswas
Sheela Biswas
Barnali Chakraborty
Pradip Chongder
Swati Chongder
Abhay Das

Lopa Das

Prabal K Datta
Moushumi Datta
Manas Debbarma
Anindita Biswas
Subhasish Duttagupta
Dipali Dutta
Sanjay Ghoshal
Indrila Ghoshal
Arnab Kundu

Anil Mandal

Apologies:

Nilanjan Basu
Shyamal Chatterjee
Chinmoy Chowdhury
Kabita Chowdhury
Souradipa Das

Sumitra Mandal
Reena Mitra
Satyendu Mitra
Shibopriyo Mukherjee
Manjusree Mukherjee
Sujit Mukherjee
Tapati Mukherjee
Victor Palit

Susmita Palit
Rituparna Prashar
Piyush Prashar

Arup Rana

Rama Rana
Kaustabh Raychaudhuri
Sandip Samanta
Sudipta Samanta
Sugato Sarkar

Subir Sen

Sangeeta Ray
Sanjay Basu

Mohua Basu

Rupak K Sarkar
Kamal Samanta
Renuka Samanta
Anshuman Sengupta
Surabhi Sengupta

Rohit Biswas

Sudipta Ghosh

Adwaita Ghosh
Samvarta Bandopadhay
Runa Bandopadhay

Summary of important discussions and action points of AGM 2024 at a glance

Discussion

Agenda point

Responsibility

1. Length of cultural
programme

2. Charity money

3. Review of avoidable /
unnecessary wastage

Ensuring completion of programme on time
to allow people to get away after having the
meal

Receipts must always be obtained and
printed in the brochure

Ensure ordering is appropriate to the needs
and wasting is minimised

PIRRPET 589

Subir Sen & Manjusree
Mukherjee

Rituparna Prashar &
Sinjini Basu

EC members
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4. Sound system

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Food coupons

Brochure prints

Accommodation for
priest
AGM minutes

SDDCC cultural &
social events and
AGM dates

Membership fees &
ticketed events

Bijaya Dasahmi &
Sanmilani

SDDCC as a
charity

Constitution version

Extra events such
as holi celebration
or picnic

Constitutional
change

i. For cultural events professional sound
system is to be hired as before due to
storage issues

ii. Sound system for regular pujo activities is
to be purchased

Voting in favour of food coupons as a pilot
for this year (30 in favour / 52). EC to work
out the logistics.

A lot of brochures were printed last year
with huge cost implications. In view of this
appropriate number of magazines is to be
printed to give to members and sponsors
and any extras can be given to non-
members free.

SDDCC to pay for this permanently

As in the past brochure will have the MOM
of the AGM

Dates once fixed will remain the same and
no attempt is to be made to change.

Membership fees will remain the same and
other ticketed events will continue with
ticketed event price to be fixed by EC

Whether it is best to have both functions or
drop one for cost purposes

Maijority of the members felt that we should
try and register as a charity

Version 2.0 is live after SGM on 22" of Sep.

This will remain even if the SDDCC
becomes a charitable trust.

Agreement was reached that this should be
held under SDDCC banner to increase
publicity.

Currently this is set at 50% to make any
constitutional change but this must be
considered by members to see if it is better
to have 2/3rds of the members agreeing

i. Subir Sen & Manjusree
Mukherjee
i. EC

Samujjwal Basu &
Sharmistha Bal

Prabal Datta

EC
Rituparna Prashar &
Sinjini Basu

EC members

Membership fees: AGM
annually

Ticketed events: Price to
be fixed by EC

AGM 2025
EC
AGM — annually

This will remain under
EC’s discretion each year.

AGM annual

16



INCOME 2024-25 (Projection) 2023-24 2022-23
Gate Collection 3800 £4,595.73 £6,371
Food Coupon (New) 250
Other 1000 £1,101.00
Pranami (Discretion of TBC
Purohit) £1,016.87
Internal Sponsorship 2100 £1,881.32
External Sponsorship 1300 £1,045.78
Stall 350 £320.00
9125 (expected 73
Subscription members) £7,989.65 £7,750
Nababorsho 900 £893.00
Total 18825 (ex pranami) £18,843.34
Expense (Fixed)
Hall 4600 £4,026.00 £3,205
791 (7 days instead of
8 days + 15% cost
Security rise) £786.81 £626
Godown 490 £490.56 £490.56
Web domain 250 £266.41 £749
Bank Charge 66 £82.04
Expense (Events)
Groceries 4400 £3,841.76
2769 (£1 hourly rate
Labour increase) £2,564.00 £3,010
Misc 2200 £1,916.68
900 (mix of inhouse
and out-sourcing
Nababorsho cooking) £1,213.96
Food 1450 £1,274.40
Brochure 976 £849.00
Charity £150.00
Sound 632 £550.00
Sweets 720 £627.53
Artist £300.00
Total (Fixed + Events) 20238 £18,939.15
Rishi Panda Live Event
Income
Ticket Sale £1,483.00
Total £1,483.00
Expense
Artist Payment £1,600.00
Venue £1,164.00
Hospitality £323.01
Total £3,087.01
Net -£1,604.01
Charity £600.31

PIRRPET 589
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£18,843.34 - £18,939.15  £9581 |

£20,326.34 - £22,026.16 -£1,699.82
Members

2021-22 50

2022-23 62

2023-24 65

Members

Opening Balance

£5,262.63 (includes last year’s unpaid charity amount £520)

Closing Balance

£3,790.15 (includes unpaid charity £600.31 and AGM food)

18




Mr Rohit Abrol & Mrs Aneka Rimi Abrol
Biswas

Dr Ranadeb & Mrs Susmita Acharya
Dr Nabakumar & Dr Rakhi Basu

Dr Gautam & Mrs Sharmistha Bal

Mr Samvarta & Mrs Runa Bandyopadhyay
Dr Dibyendu & Mrs Aditi Banerjee

Mrs Karabi Banerjee

Dr Amit & Mrs Sangita Banerjee

Dr Subhajit & Mrs Milly Basu

Dr Nilanjan & Mrs Julia Basu

Mr Samujjwal & Mrs Sinjini Basu

Mrs Santa Basu

Mr Soumya & Mrs Rajasee Basu

Dr Sanjay & Mrs Mahua Basu

Dr Monotosh & Dr Sipra Bhadra

Dr Suman & Mrs Aditi Bhattachariya
Dr Abhishek Bhattacharya

Dr Chandan & Dr Sheela Biswas

Mr Rohit Biswas & Mrs Souradipa Das
Dr Abhijit & Mrs Barnali Chakraborty
Dr Mallikca Chakraborty

Dr Kamal & Mrs Swapna Chakraborty
Mr Tirthankar Chakraborty & Mrs Ishita
Chatterjee

Dr Shyamal & Mrs Sunanda Chatterjee
Dr Chinmoy & Mrs Kabita Chaudhuri
Mr Pradip & Mrs Swati Chongder

Dr Abhay & Dr Lopa Das

Dr Prabal & Mrs Mousumi Datta

Dr Soumitra & Mrs Binita Dutta

Dr Manas Debbarman & Dr Anindita Biswas
Dr Subhasis & Mrs Sutapa Duttagupta
Dr Panchajanya & Mrs Baishali Ghatak

>

Dr Prosenjit & Mrs Anuradha Giri

Dr Adwaita & Mrs Sudipta Ghosh

Dr Sanjay & Mrs Indrila Ghoshal

Dr Buddhadeb & Mrs Sanchita Jana

Mr Nimish & Mrs Mohua Kumbhani

Mr Arnab Kundu & Mrs Amrita Pradhan
Dr Kaushik & Dr Munmun Labhiri

Dr Anil Kumar & Mrs Sumitra Mandal

Mr Rahul Mandal & Mrs Shreya Ghosh
Dr Satyendu & Mrs Rina Mitra

Dr Shibopriyo & Dr Manjushree Mukherjee
Mr Suijit & Dr Tapati Mukherjee

Mr Sagnik & Mrs Moupiya Mukhopadhyay
Mr Krishna & Mrs Gayatri Pandey

Dr Victor & Dr Susmita Palit

Dr Jayanta Palit
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Festive Season
Sohom Sen

Hello. | am Sohom. And today, I'll be taking you through the seasons to the one
that we

are currently in, the autumn.

We slowly stroll past summer giving our farewells, walking into a new season
that feels like a new world. We step inside this fantasy.

Remembrance and nostalgia is all we feel. The cold breeze showers us with
darkly coloured leaves. They all carpet the soil, an orange, brown, and red floor
grabs us by the hand as we move along. Animals seek refuge with all their
collected food, plants stop blooming, and the world feels lonely and quiet. An
emptiness of the heart begins drawing our happiness away.

The fallen soldiers and poppies jump into our minds. Autumn is about
remembering the ones that fought for us. Among these all comes our pooja
with immense happiness as we live in this gloomy time.

Autumn means harvest and grain in the bin. Autumn means farmers wheeling
food in. The summer's blooming has given its yield, Autumn means high tide
in orchid and field.

Autumn makes us remember the fallen soldiers that died.

The screams still on the war zone -

The many families that still cry.

The day remembers the poppies on the ground, gunfire screams and deaths
make our heart pound.

We all heard of bad stuff.

We are all enlightened.
The pooja is still on.
We give a huge sigh of relief and happiness.

Happy Durga Pooja.
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MIDDLETON MEMORIES
Shayoni Ghosh

Middleton-in-Teesdale is an English market town in County Durham. It is on
the River Tee’ north banks between Eggleston and Newbiggin and surrounded
by the North Pennines. The town has been in existence since the 12th century.
Middleton is known for lead mining and Teesdale is famous among naturalists
for the “Teesdale Assemblage” of plants found together here.

Our summer holidays normally include a trip to our beloved Kolkata, however
this year we supplemented this with a short e
trip to Middleton. We embarked on the trip
expecting 2 days of high spirits and catching
up with friends and family with lively
discussions and adda overdose.

We booked a self-catering in a 17" century
stone cottage off the beaten tracks. It was
small, cozy and extremely comfortable with
high exposed timber ceilings and plush
sofas. Self-caterings are a popular choice
more now than ever because they are
normally cheaper than hotels. Self-caterings
allow travellers to explore the local area K
more freely without having the hassle of travelling miles to experience the
culture of the local area and community. Another reason for the popularity is
the flexibility it gives and the freedom to cook your own food. It's like a
temporary home, with the coziness expected in your own house, you are
usually provided with a fully equipped kitchen, a dining area and a living space.

DAY 1:

After what seemed like a long journey, on narrow roads which looked like
ribbons winding through the countryside, and through idyllic villages, lush
green farmlands and the barren yet impressive heather filled Pennines, we
arrived at our wonderful destination. As we approached, the moon light
cascading over the small cottage in the distance filled our views. An aroma of
freshly cooked dinner wafted through its open doors and we were welcomed in
with hugs and warm cups of tea. After a sumptuous meal of home cooked daal
and lamb (fresh from the farm) — er jhol and Mango Chutney, we retired for the
night.
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DAY 2:

The following day, we made wonderful cucumber, salmon and jam sandwiches
for a picnic. We started our walk at the Low Force waterfall, which was so
majestic and we crossed a very narrow bridge over the falls which only
supported one person at a time. There was a group of people jumping into the
water, however with some logical debates, we realised it was far too cold for
us to do the same!

From Low force to High Force:

We did a lovely walk up to the High Force waterfalls, which is England’s biggest
waterfall. The falls is 300 million years old and the gorge at High Force has
been shaped by water - from the torrential meltwaters released at the end of
the last ice age, to today’s River Tees.

We were mesmerised by the beauty of the flora and fauna en route and the
absolutely breath-taking force of the falling water. After an exciting day and a
3-mile trek, we had dinner at a restaurant called Foresters Bar and Rooms,
which was the ending to this heart-warming holiday.
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The Wedding

Anonymous

The piercing sound of the alarm smashed through my fragile sleeping state,
dragging me into another day. But it was not another day, it was my beloved
Auntie Stella’s second wedding. As my mother quickly ushered me towards the
car, | knew that | had a long journey ahead of me. Making our way to the
wedding venue, engine sputtering, | couldn’t help but reflect on the absurd
reason why she left her ex-husband.

Stella was no ordinary aunt. She had taken a degree in ‘lactic agriculture’,
which basically entails a whole lot of milk to put in simple terms. This led her to
a marketing job at Alpro, where she distributed milk all over the UK. Somehow,
Stella had found herself in the arms of an extremely wealthy businessman.
They had an ordinary marriage, until Stella decided she no longer cared for
him. Although, she did care for his money and got a tremendous divorce
settlement.

With this large sum of money, Stella finally was able to pursue her lifelong
dream. Pickled artisan cheese. Her business blew up and soon she was seeing
figures her ex could only dream of. Through her new affluent lifestyle, Stella
fell head over heals for an eccentric, slightly pretentious artist, and his ‘unique
perspective’ on everything, including wedding attire.

| tried on my bridesmaid’s dress (I'm not sure if you can even call it a dress)
last week. The fabric was a sickly shade of chartreuse, the kind that made your
teeth hurt and reminded you of a neglected avocado. It swished unpleasantly,
like a thousand co-op shopping bags fighting for attention. The bodice was a
disaster of ruffles piled high like a meringue gone wrong, and the skirt, oh, the
skirt. It was a swirling, asymmetrical mess, one side ending at my knees, the
other practically melting on to the floor. The whole thing was held together by
a single, giant, gaudy bow that looked like it had been plucked straight from a
bargain bin at the fabric shop. This was the bridesmaid dress my aunt Stella’s
fiancé, a man who apparently believed that ‘artistic vision’ and ‘fashion sense’
were interchangeable, had designed for me.

Delayed by endless traffic, | was quickly rushed to a cramped room to get
dressed. As | stood in what seemed like a furnished broom closet, staring at
my reflection in the mirror. The dress (draped on me like a discarded feathery
boa) made me look like a cross between a Christmas tree ornament and a
rejected contestant on Project Runway.
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“It's perfect!”, Aunt Stella, radiant in her own, admittedly flawless white gown,
exclaimed as she opened the door. She gushed over the dress, calling it “bold”,
“avant-garde” and “a statement”. Choking back laughter, | barely managed a
polite “It’s different...”

Most of the ceremony was a blur. But what | remember most is the reception.
Every time | caught someone’s eye; | could practically hear them thinking ‘What
in the world is she wearing?’ The other bridesmaids had opted for sensible,
albeit boring dresses, making my abomination of a dress stand out like a neon
sign in a cemetery.

As the vows commenced, Stella and her soon to be husband exchanged
beautiful words to each other. As tears welled in my eyes, something occurred
to me. What did it matter that this dress was disgusting? All that mattered was
that Stella was happy, she had found a man that truly loved and cherished her.
In that moment, | realised that true happiness did not lie in outward
appearances or material possessions. It lies in the love and support of those
who matter most.

As the night ended and the stars twinkled, Stella and her beloved husband
danced together, their faces full with their newfound love.

pc Google
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The Hills are Alive with the Sound of Music
Ritika Sarkar

As a kid, one of the first movies | was introduced to by my parents was The
Sound of Music. This movie for me is like a family tradition starting with my
grandfather who watched the movie first passing his love for it onto my mother,
who then passed it onto me. In the summer of 2024, | had the chance to visit
Salzburg in Austria with my parents. The city is dotted with many filming
locations of this multi-Oscar winning iconic movie released in 1965.

On a day of torrential rain in Munich we travelled to Salzburg by train to be
greeted by sunshine for our Sound of Music Tour. Salzburg itself is a vibrant
city and its historic city centre with Baroque architecture is a UNESCO heritage
site. The prolific classical music composer Wolfgang Mozart was born in
Salzburg in 1756.

After a short walk we arrived at the city centre location where our coach tour
started. | had my camera ready to capture the views of the Austrian lake district
whilst listening to our guide narrating the history of Salzburg and how the movie
was developed based on a book by Maria Von Trapp and its adaptation for the
cinematic version.

Our first stop was the Hellbrunn Palace. Here we saw the famous gazebo used
to film the songs 'Sixteen going on Seventeen' and 'Something Good'. | learnt
that the gazebo had been moved from its original location in a park for safety
reasons.

The next location was a photo stop in front of Frohburg palace used to deplct
the Von Trapp villa. | was P, A : )
transported back to the movie
remembering Maria  singing [g
“Confidence in me” and entering
the gates to accept her post as &
governess. We drove past the
famous Nonnberg Abbey located
at the top of a hill with its
distinctive red dome, which is one
of the oldest in Europe founded in |
731 AD. Some scenes of Maria in
the abbey were filmed here.
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Our next stop was Leopoldskron Palace and N
lake, used for the famous boat scene with Maria |
and the Von Trapp children. There were plenty
of ducks and swans keeping everyone busy.
Our guide informed us that many of the historic
rooms like the ballroom of the palace were
recreated in Hollywood for filming.

We continued our scenic drive through the lush,
rolling hills surrounding Salzburg and its Lake
district absorbing the breathtaking views of
Fuschlsee and Wolfgangsee lakes and the
village of St Gilgen. These stunning views were seen in the movie too. Our
penultimate stop was Basilika St. Michael in the town of Mondsee. This was a
lovely cloister church with a high arched roof. The church was the backdrop for
the grand wedding scene of Maria and Capt. Von Trapp. We also had time to
pick up a few souvenirs.
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Our last stop was my highlight of the tour. The magnificent Mirabell gardens in
the shadow of the 900-year-old Hohensalzburg Fortress on the hill and the
cathedral spires of the Old city. The wonderfully curated gardens in full bloom
with the Pegasus fountain, Garden of gnomes and Hedge tunnel were truly
marvellous. This is where the song “Do Re Mi” was filmed on the steps with
Julie Andrews and the Von Trapp children singing. The Pegasus fountain was
where the Von Trapp children jump off at the end of the song and it instantly
took me to that moment in the movie.

At the end of our day tour, | felt the Hills were truly alive with the Sound of
Music in Salzburg.
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Durga Pujo
Somrik Ghoshal

Durga pujo is a type of festival that we celebrate every year. Last year, |
enjoyed with my friend Chiku. We played ‘hide and seek.” | counted 1, 2, 3, 4...
ready or not, here | come. Chiku was in the kids’ room, under the table. Then
we played cops and robbers. When we just started, annoyingly, my mum told
us to give 'anjali . We Sat on the stage, and chanted mantra with flowers in our
hands. We ended up by offering the flower to God. It took us 15 mins, then we
continued playing. After dinner while we were enjoying ourselves, mum told

me, "time to go home!". The day went past as an aircraft, bowing 777. | wish
these days never ends.
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The Iron Man
Reyansh Prashar

After a while, the Iron Man was very famous and very rich but very nicely, he
gave some of his money to the poor, he even got to meet the Prince of Wales.
Also, he wrote a letter to the government to give poor people more food
vouchers. So, it was decided. After it had finished, there was a big ceremony
to celebrate the Iron Man, but suddenly there was a robbery at the bank. Then
Iron Man flew as fast as an eagle. But instead, a silky, silver metal body
appeared in the distance. Strangely it had the robbers in his hands. Wait, but
these were the dangerous robbers! So, the Iron Man cautiously approached
the thing and “What is your name, who are you?”, exclaimed the Iron Man. |
am Metal Man”, muttered Metal Man.

And everyone liked him. The President fired the Iron Man and now there was
a new crime fighting hero.

But there was a zombie attack and Metal Man was down. As quick as a flash,
as stealthy as a mouse, the Iron Man carefully jumped out of nhowhere and
demolished all of the disgusting, green zombies. After a while, the President
realized that the Iron Man has done a lot to protect our city. So, he had an idea.
Both Iron Man and Metal Man can work together. 1 year later Metal Man and
Iron Man were a crime fighting duo.
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Three Days in Tagore Land
Srisa Basu

Santiniketan is a neighbourhood of Bolpur town which is in the Birbhum district
of West Bengal, India. It was established by Maharshi Devendranath Tagore.
In 1901 his son, Rabindranath Tagore expanded it further with the creation of
Visva-Bharati. Rabindranath Tagore’s vision was to promote unity among
people of different cultures across the globe. And he wanted to achieve this
through all -round development of human beings. The word Santiniketan
means “an abode of peace” and Tagore wanted to unify people though
peaceful co-existence which becomes more relevant in the present world.

Every year, | go to Kolkata for my summer holidays. This year was no
exception. | have visited Shakespeare’s birthplace a couple of times. Every
time | have been there, the statue of Rabindranath Tagore has made me
respect him from a different perspective. It more so made me want to visit
Santiniketan. My wish was fulfilled this summer when we made plans to explore
the place with my closest family members. We travelled by road, and we stayed
there for two nights. People say “Seeing is believing” and | wanted to gain more
knowledge about the person and the place through my visit.

We spent the mornings and the afternoons by exploring the place; the evenings
were spent in giggles, chitchats, yummy snacks and board games. | visited the
popular places around Santiniketan such as the great banyan tree, the Central
Library, the Taladhwaj, the famous ‘khelar math’, the prayer hall made from
Belgian glass, the famous Uttarayan museum, the Chhatimtala and the
residences of some of the famous personalities associated with Santiniketan.
We couldn’t access all the areas as we would have liked to because of the
restrictions imposed due to the pandemic. | was a bit disappointed as | was not
allowed to go inside and explore them closely.

Nowadays, the added attraction of Santiniketan is the sonajhuri hut. As our
hotel was close to it, | went there twice. It's like a fair where local artisans
display their products for sale. It spread across a large area and people are
spoiled for choices as there is a wide variety of products to choose from at
reasonable prices. My family members also purchased quiet a lot of products
from them. | observed the talented bauls singing out to the audiences with
passion and dedication. They didn’t mind the beads of sweat on their forehead
as they sang in the hot, sultry weather. We watched them spell bound and |,
secretly admired their talent. Words cannot describe how | felt about the sites,
the sounds and the people of that place.
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Although there is no end to learning, this visit provided an insight into the vast
creation of Tagore. Even though this place is not beyond the impact of
modernisation, | could still witness snippets of Tagore’s vison and
implementation. | would love to revisit Santiniketan as it made me feel closer
to the Nobel laureate. On my way back to Kolkata, little did | realise when |
started humming the few lines from a Rabindra sangeet that | learnt a few years
ago- “Mono mor megher o songi, ure chole dik diganter o pare, nishim o
shunye...”
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My poem
Arush Sarkar
Hidden behind the curtain.
Thinking but not being heard.
Willing to learn but not being taught.
How can | ever be understood?
| may be trapped in this restricted body.
But in my head my mind runs free.
Running around in a tropical paradise.
Or witnessing the northern lights.

Here | am, come listen to me,
| am still here you know. Hidden behind the curtain.
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Perspective
Rishika Sarkar

/

The Tunnel To Heaven
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Help our precious planet!
Srija Bhattacharyya

Today, I, Srija am going to tell you all some harmful things we mustn’t do to protect
our planet. First, to get started | am going to tell you how important the trees are.
Trees give us oxygen and help us stay alive. Oxygen is a gas which is in the air, but
we cannot see it. So, the more trees we plant, the more freshness we have. So, don’t
cut trees!

Next, | am going to tell you how harmful smoking can be. When you blow out the bad
air, it gets mixed up with the freshness of the Oxygen which can be bad for our health.
When we or the animals breathe in the bad air, it can give us aches in our throats or
our noses. So, don’t smoke!

Now we should already know how terrible littering is. We might know not to touch
other people’s litter but what about the animals? They don’t know what is right or
wrong. They might find it as food and might hurt themselves. We recently went on a
trip to the seaside. We learnt not to litter on the beach because we might endanger
the animals and the birds. We should also try to keep our world clean. So, don't litter!

Of course, | am going to talk about saving water! We must use it when we really need
it. We should not keep it running when we are brushing or washing the dishes. You
can also save water when you are taking a bath. You can do this by spending less
time in the shower. We should also use water cautiously when watering our plants.
So, don’t waste water!

Finally, I am going to talk about another important topic. | am going to talk about
electricity. To save electricity, we should turn off the lights in our homes when we go
to bed. We should not keep things running that run on electricity when we are not
using them. For example, don’t forget to turn off your TV when you are not watching!
So, don’t waste electricity!

One last thing! You guessed it right- it's recycling! If you have an empty plastic bottle
that you don’t need anymore, you can turn it into a pretty craft! You can donate your
old clothes to the local charity. Put your recyclables in the correct bin. When you go
to the shops, carry your own bag instead of buying a new plastic bag every time! So,
recycle and help the planet as much as you can!

| really hope that you have learnt a lot today! | will be even happier if you would follow
these few simple rules. If you see someone breaking these rules, make sure you
warn them! So, please obey these rules, it will make our planet healthier and it’s like
a piece of cake!
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Beautiful Hills
Ahana Mukherjee Patel

“There’s so much happening up over our heads.
So, my alarm’s set early.
| jump up out of bed, dash out to the garden
to lie down on the grass, while | wait for the whole
of the sky world to pass.”

————— “Facing Up”
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An Anthology on Durga Puja
Chandan Biswas

An Anthology on Durga Puja.

Durga Puja, as one of the most significant festivals in India particularly in West
Bengal is a rich tapestry of ritual, traditions, and artistic expression. My short
paper aims to capture this diversity through an anthology that includes
historical accounts and personal narratives associated with the festival.

The first grand worship of Goddess Durga in recorded history is said to have
been celebrated in the late 1500s. Folklores say the landlords or Zamindar of
Dinajpur and Malda initiated the first Durga Puja in Bengal. According to
another source, Raja Kangshanarayan of Taherpur or Bhabananda Mazumder
of Nadiya organised the first Sarodiya or Autumn Durga Puja in Bengal in 1606.
Nabakrishna Dey started Durga Puja at Shobha bazar Rajbari in 1757.

The baro-yaari puja was brought to Kolkata in 1832 by Raja Harinath of
Cossimbazar who performed the Durga Puja at his ancestral home in
Murshidabad from 1824 to 1831.

(Ref-1).

The Durga Puja of the Mughals (Mughal Dynasty — 1527 to 1857)

The tale starts more than 400 years ago. The Mughal king of Delhi is Emperor
Jahangir. Devi Durga appeared in the Mughal Harem. She was worshipped by
the widowed Queen of Emperor Akbar, Jodhabai. She was a Rajput Princess,
the sister of Ambar-Raj Mann Singh. (Ref-2)

Many Mughal emperors were liberal. Akbar the great was one such liberal ruler
who gave good importance to all faiths in his realm. The liberalism continued
during the time of Emperor Jahangir, later Emperor Shah Jahan too. Only
Emperor Aurangzeb followed the somewhat stricter version of Islam and
reimpose Jizya on Hindus that was earlier lifted by Emperor Akbar. So,
Mughals were not secular, but some of them were liberal.

British Involvement in Durga Puja.

The British first landed in India in Surat for the purpose of trade on August 24,
1608. British Raj, period of direct British rule over the Indian subcontinent from
1858 until the independence of India and Pakistan in 1947.

British officials regularly attend Durga Puja organised by influential Bengalis
and British soldiers participated in the pujas, have praised, and even salute the
deity, but the most amazing act of worship was performed by the East India

Company itself. In 1765 it offered a thanks giving puja, no doubt as a politic act
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to appease its Hindu subjects, on obtaining the Diwani of Bengal. (Ref-3). In
fact, the full official participation of the British in the Durga Puja continued till
1840, when a law was promulgated by the government banning such
participation. In 1911, with the shifting of the capital of British India to Delhi,
many Bengalis migrated to the city to work in government offices. The first
Durga Puja in Delhi was held in 1910, when it was performed by ritually
consecrating the “mangal kalash” symbolising the deity. This Durga Puja which
celebrates its centennial in 2009, is also known as the Kashmere Gate Durga
Puja, currently organised by the Delhi Durga Puja Samiti in the lawns of Bengali
Senior Secondary School, Alipore Road, Delhi.

Durga Puja outside Hinduism.

In Jainism — The Sacciya mata found in major medieval era Jain temples
mirrors Durga, and she has been identified by Jainism scholars to be the same
or sharing a more ancient common lineage. In the Ellora Caves, the Jain
temples feature Durga with her lion mount. However, she is not shown as killing
the buffalo demon in the Jain cave, but she is presented as a peaceful deity.
(Ref-4)

In Sikhism — Durga is exalted as the divine in Dasan Granth a sacred text of
Sikhism that is traditionally attributed to Guru Govind Singh. (Ref-5)

In Buddhism — The Tantric Buddhist Vajrayana traditions adopted several
Hindu deities into his fold, including Durga. Numerous depictions of Durga
Mahisasuramardini (Durga slaying the buffalo demon) have been found at
Buddhist temple sites (8"-11" century) in Afghanistan, Indonesia, and North
Eastern India. Durga statues have also been found in major Buddhist sites like
Nalanda and Vikram Shila. (Ref-6)

References:

1. A rational approach, published in The Statesman Festival,1991 by S, C. Nandy in Durga
Puja.

Hinduism, Indian art & culture updated version — S. Das updated September 2018.

Sukanta Chaudhuri, ed. Calcutta: the living city, Vol.1

Ascetics and kings in a Jain ritual culture. - Lawrence A Babb (1998)

The Oxford handbook of Sikh studies. Page- 139-140. - Peshawar Singh.

Durga and Tantric Buddhism. Page33-44. - Shoko Watanabe
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Durga as the mother Goddess is the inspiration behind the song VANDE MATARAM,
written by Bamkim Chandra Chatterjee, during the Indian Independence movement, later
the official national song of India.

Durga is present in Indian nationalism where Bharat Mata i.e. Mother India is viewed as a
form of Durga.

47



Crocus
Monotosh Bhadra

It must be

And it has to be the end of winter

It must be early spring now

In the tiny burst of green

The crocus raises its head

It rested below the mud and soil so long
And there was life in it

Was it sleeping or living a life without life
Did it experience near death experience
Or was it ready to sprout back into life

It is visible now with beautiful bright violet color with hint of yellow

It will live for a short while

But then it will die at the bosom of the earth

And then year after year

And ever after it will start to sprout

Whoever tells it to sleep and whoever tells it to wake up is unknown

But one thing is known

That there was someone and there will be someone who would be looking after it
| have searched through the woodland and the meadows and the hills and mountains
and never found the answer

Who is this person

Who is this person telling us to wake up in life

And once our purpose is served disappear into unknown

| am looking for that answer. Someone must know it

I'm looking for that someone.

pc Sinjini Basu
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Dog War claims the SPIRIT OF RAINDANCE
AWARD at this year’s Raindance Film Festival
Dr Ricky Ghosh Dastidar

Dog War is an exciting new documentary that follows a team of war-hardened,
canine-loving combat veterans fighting to stop the dog-meat trade in South
Korea. The film’s World Premiere took place recently at London’s Prince
Charles Cinema as part of the Raindance Film Festival and even went on to
win the prestigious SPIRIT OF RAINDANCE AWARD.

After the screening, | spoke to the film’s director Andrew Abrahams, who shed
a lot of light over his powerful and thought-provoking documentary.

Here is what he had to say:

How long is the movie and was it challenging to edit?

The final movie is 91 minutes long. At one point, e
we had over 4 hours of footage so there was a
lot of cutting. Interestingly, a lot of the film was |
created in the editing room because there |
wasn’t necessarily a pre-determined story with a
beginning, middle and end. But miraculously,

an ending came about where there was some
good news: with the dog farms being closed |
down and the final victory being South Korea [
banning the trade altogether, so we were very
lucky to have some-what of a Hollywood ending!

Ranoance (BN . .
H>l‘$|#l ‘

Andrew Abrahams (right) alongside Jon Barocas
(the star of the film) and other cast members

How difficult was it to record the footage and did you ever get into
trouble with the local authorities?

No, not at all. There was some tension whilst we were filming in the markets,
but we never got into a situation where the authorities were called in and
nobody was ever arrested, which could easily have been a possibility. It may
also be important to say that because of the relationship between South
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Korea and USA and the military presence there, they may be a little soft on
Americans in general.

A scene taken from one of the markets

How willing were the people working in the dog-meat trade to talk about
their experiences?

The vendors themselves were very apprehensive as you saw in the film. They
didn’t want to be filmed as they see that as a threat to their livelihoods. But in
our film, we got to interview the Chairman of the National Dog-Meat
Association; whose job is to talk to members of the press. And | found him to
be very polite and cordial. He invited us into his home and we even got to meet
his pet dog!

How unbiased did you try to be whilst tackling the main topic of the
documentary?

When | started the film, it was important for me to go into it from the perspective
of someone who has very little knowledge on the subject and without any hint
of bias, but at the same time, | have great compassion for not just dogs, but all
animals. However, | also have compassion for the people whose livelihoods
are being threatened and who feel like it is their tradition. A lot of people in the
dog meat eradication industry vilify these people but it was not my aim to try
and demonize them in my film.

Do you see an end-point to this war on the dog-meat trade and if so, do
you think it will come soon?

As John, who is one of the main subjects in the film said in the Q&A after the
screening, even if, or when the whole thing is banned, there will still be a black
market and atrocities towards animals will continue to some extent. Therefore,
I’m not expecting it to stop completely but | do believe in terms of humanity,
there is a greater arc towards more compassion.
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The end-point of our film is the closure of the dog-meat farms, the largest dog-
meat market in South Korea (Moran Market) being shut down and the
government announcing a ban on dog-meat altogether from 2027 onwards. So
that was our happy ending.

Did you worry about the scenes that viewers may have found difficult to
watch due to the suffering of the animals?

This was actually the biggest fear for me.

And it is also a factor for buyers and distributors because there is an
assumption that it is simply too much for some people. Like it is ok to show
people suffering but when it comes to a dog, that’s a whole other level.

Even though it is such an important issue, some people might still be put off.
But | think we need to get over that hump and allow people to watch the film
despite being limited by their initial fears.

| think that people who do watch the film, like yourself will say that it was not
nearly as bad as they thought it would be. My ultimate hope for the film is that
people get engrossed in

the story and taken on an entertaining and action-packed journey that stays
with them long after it finishes.

Dog-meat trade statistics

The dog meat trade is most widespread in China, South Korea, the Philippines,
Thailand, Laos, Viet Nam, Cambodia, Indonesia and Nagaland in northern
India. This trade is well organized, with high numbers of dogs being stolen or
taken from the streets, transported over long distances and brutally
slaughtered. In South Korea, dogs are also intensively farmed for the meat
trade.

Dogs are also known to be eaten in certain African countries such as Ghana,
Cameroon, DRC and Nigeria, and there are reports that dogs are killed for
personal consumption by some farmers in remote parts of Switzerland, but
nothing compares to the sheer scale of the trade across Asia. (Humane Society
International)
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Barnsley Durga Puja
Renuka Banerjee Samanta

We are pleased that Barnsley puja is nearer to where we live. In the past we
used to go a long way to Liverpool and after that to Leeds. Now in Barnsley we
know most of the people of the Puja organisers and the attendees. So, when
Barnsley Puja started, we felt relieved. Plenty of free car parking. There is also
a Bed and Breakfast just across the road of Milton Hall. It is very convenient.

| HOPE THIS PUJA WILL CONTINUE FOR A LONG TIME.

JOY MA DURGA
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It has been our spring/summer DIY project for this year, after moving into our
home in Sheffield, this January. The garden has been the one place we have
been drawn to the most, since we moved in. It presented to us the most
beautiful opportunity to work together and enjoy the process of building our
garden and seeing it flourish. The garden looks every bit as interesting from
any level, be it at ground level to up from 2" floor window!! It started with
little baby steps and then evolved into this cozy little back and front garden
that we cherish so much and we would love to share the process with you,
hoping that it brings the same to joy to someone else’s life as it has in ours.

Every bank holiday weekend, ordinary weekend, any
free evening from March to mid June has gone into
adding stuff to our garden, till we could sit or stand at
any corner and feel the warmth of the colours from the
flowers and leaves, smell the rich aroma from carefully
placed flowering plants and herbs and watch the
wildlife, that a flourishing garden brings with itself. We
made sure that we added elements to encourage
wildlife into our garden and made it as sustainable as
possible, Yes, there have been loads of trips to B&Q,
be it for timber to make our own garden seats, trellises
and planters or to the garden center. Along with
flowering plants and architectural grasses, we also
wanted to grow some produce and so we went for
strawberries, herbs, apple tree, olive tree, oranges and
lemon. We already had our lemon tree, which has
been growing for the past 2 years in the terraces of our
past apartments where we dwelled, we also had a
strawberry plant, which gave a new daughter plant.
From then to now, we have seen our lemon tree grow
and flourish and give the juiciest lemons along with the
best strawberries from the old and new trees we have.

0

We also carefully planned a seating area with a
good background - consisting of trellis (mix of store
bought and hand made from timber pieces) that is
slowly getting covered with climbers and till it does,
we have got some hanging baskets on to give it that
fuller look and feel; and planter beds on either side
of the seating to add that extra bit of coziness when
you are sat at the seat. And as an added utility the
seats have storage within them!! The colourful
flowers, mostly hydrangeas, dahlias, lavenders,
cosmos have been encouraging the bees to come
into the garden since the start of spring and
whenever the weather is good our garden is filled
with buzzina bees.

1/
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We have got a bug hotel, bought from the Gala Weekend
at the 40" anniversary celebration at the Botanical
Garden in Sheffield. We are hoping this encourages
more bees. Our little bird feeder and water bath are
dedicated for the little birds that chirp around in the
garden. And we have a robust swing for ourselves, to

swing by life while soaking in the goodness of the garden.

We have loved spending time painting each bit of exposed timber in the fences and the builds we
have done, so that these are weatherproofed for a good few years to come and adding that extra
warmth. We have a big storage drum for rainwater harvesting and a couple of compost drums, so
every food waste goes straight in there. This airy and full of life back garden is well lit in the dark
hours, thanks to the solar driven lights spread across the garden.

Key Features:

LT

Biodiverse Planting [Annuals and Perennials,
Wildflower Meadow grass to border, Rudbeckia,
Hosta, Clemetis, Hedera-lvy, Virgin Creeper, Fern,
Hemerocallis, Salvia, Carex grass, Hydrangea,
Lemon, Apple (Gala), Olive, Strawberry, Pitunia,
Gerenium, Iris, Lavender, Sedge etc]

Solar Lights [Mix of 50lumen, 120lumen and
200lumen]

Bird Feeder and Bird Bath.

Rainwater Harvesting

Bee & Bird-friendly, pollinator-friendly planting
along with Bug Hotel

Climbers for screening

All Timber and metal surfaces are paint coated for

weather resilience.
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While loving and spending time getting our back garden ready, we
haven’t forgotten about our lush front garden. Our front garden already
had a listed cherry blossom tree along with few other trees and
hydrangeas. We have added some structural elements such as
topiaries. We also have two baby banana trees in there. Plans, for the
future - add a central water feature and a seating in the front garden
and also a more robust rain harvesting unit. Meanwhile maintaining the
garden is a joyous journey. There are a lot of ongoing maintenance
that comes with a beautiful garden and giving that time to the garden
and watching it flourish is so satisfying and fulfilling. To all garden
lovers, haters and the in-betweeners, we hope to have brought a smile
to your face by sharing this article and the photos!

‘Brodsworth
Hall Sketch’
_By
Tirthankar
Chakraborty

‘Hope — An
Expression
through Digital
Art’

- By Ishita
Chatterjee
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BACKSEAT
Pratyusha Chaudhuri

When | was little, | did so crave

To sit right in front of the class in school
| was unstoppable as | studied

| danced, | sang, | recited

| always thought that the world was only sunshine,
And | would be hugged, cuddled and adored
That the humans were only warm, kind & loving

But then suddenly | learnt about the pendulum
The balance of life that could go to the other extreme

Then came the squally winds, the eternal rain
And the perpetual darkness

| gradually shifted my rows from the front seat backwards
Each day passed and | sought to sit progressively in the rear

And finally, | reached my backseat!!!

Then | felt a serene, ethereal happiness

| was now away from the piercing eyes, the scorn and the hate

| knew | was no longer in the topography

It gave me peace, the silence and the beautiful anonymity

So, | grabbed my backseat with open arms
And vowed never to sit anywhere else again!!!!
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Cultural Heritage and Religious Traditions of the

Chetty of Malacca: Problems of Continuity
Rajat Kanti Das

Malacca, one of the oldest urban centres of Malaysia, is commonly held as the cultural
capital of the country owing to multicultural assemblage of traits of diverse origin.
Declared as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2008, its origin dates back to the times
when trade routes started linking Malaysia to the rest of the trading ports of South
East Asia. With time, co-existence of many ethnic communities has made Malaysia a
living heritage site truly displaying cultural elements in a mosaic form with the
prospect of their sustainable perpetuation. From tourist point of view, Malacca is
house to the well renowned Nyonya cuisine which is a unique blend of Malay, Chinese
and elements from other South East Asian food cultures. What imparts a distinctive
identity to Malacca as a culturally variegated space is the presence of unique ethnic
groups and communities of diverse origin, each leaving a mark in its own specific way.
Of these, Chetty or Chetti attract our special attention because of their unique socio-
religious practices symbolising their link with the original Hindu culture. Tamil Indians
of Malaysia often refer to them as Peranakan (meaning, local) Indians, though at
present their number could barely be sustained, coming down to less than thirty
families, mostly living in the Gajah Berang Kampung (meaning, village). Dates of their
migration to the present site go back to the 14" century when some South Indian
traders migrated to the Straits of Malacca and settled down here after marrying local
women and adopting new cultural traits while retaining their original ones. In that
way, their traditional Tamil beliefs and practices were syncretised with Chinese-
Malay cultural elements through diffusion. For example, though the Hindu Indian
gods and goddesses were revered and worshipped by the descendants of Chetty of
Malacca, their attire was an ensemble of Indian sari and Malay kebaya for the females
and lungi with local batik talapa (design) for the males.

Although the attributes of a shared identity as displayed by the Chetty draw heavily
on the cultural practices of the Chinese and Malay, some of their original traits in
terms of physical features, beliefs and customs are not only retained but continued
and practiced in right spirit. The multicultural dimension of the Chetty community
could be the result of amalgamation or incorporation of regionally concentrated
ethnic groups into the realm of the larger state as the centre of power. It goes to the
credit of the Chetty that in spite of the pressure exerted by the politically powerful
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groups, they could retain their inclusive character for a long time. Multiculturalism in
their case is linked with several dimensions of lived experience at different levels of
knowledge formation that manifest in the form of conditioned responses, but there
is no guarantee that such responses would be of permanent nature. Already there
has been considerable dilution in the process.

No doubt, the orthodox Hindu belief system is the key element of their religious and
cultural practices. But it is also true that Chetty families of Malaysia and even of
Singapore pray Malay gods (Keramata) while maintaining a Catholic and Buddhist
altar at their houses. They make offerings and prayers to all their deities, even to
devotee properties including land and house. Initially, occupational diversification
among the Chetty tended to follow a divergent historical course. The early colonisers
from the coastal region of South India, who came in contact with the Portuguese,
were induced by the latter to get involved in trading activities. Later, they turned their
interest to agriculture under the influence of the Dutch. That could be the reason why
they remained confined to the village of Gajah Berah on the outskirts of Malacca.
With the arrival of the British, some members of the Chetty community diverted their
search for meaningful employment to civil services and moved out. Others continued
their stay at Gajah Berah, which is regarded as the home of the Chetty, though they
themselves are not much aware of their roots of origin. In any case, centering around
Gajah Berah, the Chettys could develop a sense of urgency to preserve their
traditional customary practices with respect to lifestyle and culture. Those who had
migrated to pursue other professions and started living in cities or other urban
centres occasionally visit their original village to keep in touch with the community
they belong to. It is also true that many among the younger generation, even after
adopting other religion, have not altogether given up their traditional cultural
practices, though in reality these have taken the form of a hybrid culture. Members
of the Chetty community mostly use literature to bring their narratives of life
connected to the local places, lakes, trees and epic images, such as Sita’s breaking
down into tears. Chettys are extremely deft in their art of storytelling, particularly
those stories connected with the epics like Ramayana. This is one way of adding
meaning to the temple culture they are proud of. The temple culture appears to be
an identity marker for the Chetty in more than one sense. It is intricately related with
many of their daily activities. A common cultural practice among the Chetty is to
convert epics into oral stories and bring them to life through their enactment. The
characters of Rama, Sita, Lava, Kusa and some others are spiritually connected to
their lives. In one sense, the Chettys are the real custodians of traditional Hindu
religious practices outside India. Again, quite unlike Hindu practices, Chettys in the
past used to follow the Chinese system of burial and associated ceremonial practices,
perform the tomb sweeping ritual of the Chinese to clear weeds and make offerings.
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The subsequent events that followed after making offerings and prayers give an
impression of an admixture of Indian (Hindu) and Chinese cultural elements, as is
manifested during Bhogi Parachu when they light candles of red colour before the
altar and then reunite again for performing the customary rites, primarily of Hindu
origin. Invoking an oral tradition and blending it with real life performance follow a
pattern which gives the Chetty a distinctive place among all others.

Relentless efforts were made by the Chetty, a traditionally grounded community, to
preserve their age-old, yet time-tested cultural practices marked by community
celebrations, ceremonies and festivals, the purpose being to bring all within one
umbrella. However, as a result of the direct effect of modernisation, such activities
have been reduced to much smaller events restricted to the members of the family
who could make themselves available on those occasions. Gradual loss of traditional
values has also been augmented by their religious conversion. There were instances
when families having Christian relatives were prevented from making offerings to
Hindu gods in temples. Chetty now give an impression of a community suffering from
confusions and contradictions, as a result of which they are not always in the right
frame of mind to be able to choose between the original culture and other religious
affiliations. Today, not all customary practices could attract the young people. For
example, they find little interest or meaning in performing a well -known Chetty ritual,
Datuk chachar, held in the month of May. In this ritual, offerings and prayers are made
to the Goddess Mariamman, known for her capability to cure ailments like chicken
pox. To keep pace with the changing time, protagonists of Chetty culture now speak
eloguently about a unique blend of different cultures assimilated into one, i.e., not
being too Indian or not particularly averse to follow Malay or Chinese cultural traits.
One may even like to think it is a deliberately adopted strategy to ensure their conflict-
free stay. Be that as it may, inculcating an attitude of tolerance, even going to the
extent of accepting other’s values, is quite discernible in some of their behavioural
manifestations.

The temple culture of the Chetty is quite extensive. According to the Indian Heritage
Centre, as original traders the Chetty of Malacca were the pioneers in introducing the
predominantly Hindu customary practices as could be revealed by the temples built
around the city. In fact, at one time a street by the name of a temple was house to
almost all Chetty temples of Malacca. Hindu Avathigam or Sanatana Dharma was
propagated through congregations in Chetty temples, of which mention may be made
of “Sri Poyatha Venayagar Moorthi Temple” established in 1781, “Sri Muthu
Mariamman Temple” in 1822, “Sri Kailasanathan Temple” in 1887, “Sri Kaliamman
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Kovil Temple” in 1804, “Sri Angalamman Parameswari Temple” in 1888, all located
around the Gajah Berang and Bechang areas of Malacca. Even paddy fields owned by
them had shrines of Grammangal Kovil as their worshipping deity. In 1962 the Chetty
Temple management signed an agreement with the British Government to promote
their religious practices and to allow “Sri Poyatha Venaygar Moorthi Temple” to be
owned by the “Malacca Ngarathar Nattukkotti Chettiar Association” after shifting its
office to the temple area. Similarly, other temples like “Sri Sunthara Moorthi Vinaygar
Temple”, “Sri Subrammaniar Throbathai Moorthi Amman Temple”, “Sri
Subrammaniar Devasthanam”, “Sri Mariamman Temple”, “Sri Muthu Mariamman
Munisvarar Aloyam”, “Sri Siti Vinayagar” and “Sri Balasubrammaniar Temple” are
being managed and administered by the respective bodies. Chettys intimately
associated with temples believe that their forefathers brought pre-Vedic practices
with them all the way from Tamil Nadu, which also include practices associated with
disposal of the dead. It is their duty to preserve them and ensure their continuity for
the next generations to follow. Although occasional heritage walks through
exhibitions displaying Chetty culture are organized by the Chetty trustee to generate
awareness among the young people to understand the need to preserve their cultural
heritage, there is a question mark about its undiluted and uninterrupted continuity.
It cannot be denied that their Indian or Hindu background notwithstanding, they have
accommodated Malay and Chinese cultural traits within their fold in a spirit of
syncretism. One only hopes that the Chetty of Malacca would be able to redeem
themselves as a living example of Hindu culture in its original form as they have been
trying to come to terms with the transformations brought within their culture from
time to time as a result of various forces in operation, the direct effects of which they
could hardly avoid.

Acknowledgement: The article is based on the data and analytical inputs provided by my
daughter Rajanita Das Purkayastha.

K

103

PIRRPET 589



Kolkata Street Life
Kamal Samanta
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Alhambra: The Splendour of the Nasrid Era
Subhajit Basu

There is an undeniable enchantment about the Alhambra. Nestled high on a
mountainside, gazing out over the ancient city of Granada, this Moorish palace
feels like stepping into a dream. We visited in June 2024, and we were utterly
captivated from the moment our eyes met its silhouette. The Alhambra is not
merely a palace but a symphony of Islamic architecture, where history, art, and
culture intertwine in the most poetic of dances.

Our adventure began as we crossed the threshold of the Alhambra, and it was
as if we were entering a living, breathing museum. This collection of palaces
and buildings began to take shape in the mid-13th century under the Nasrid
dynasty, the last Muslim rulers of Spain. What was once conceived as a
fortress gradually blossomed into a royal residence, a court steeped in
splendour. It is hard to fathom that such a breathtaking place was initially meant
to be a military fortress.

The Alhambra's story reaches back even further to the 9th century when
fortifications first graced this site. However, it was not until the 13th century,
under the rule of the Zirid dynasty, that the Alhambra began to take on its
present form. The name 'Alhambra’ is derived from the Arabic 'Al-Qala'a Al-
Hamra', meaning 'The Red Fortress,' a tribute to the warm, reddish earth that
shaped its walls. Yet, a more romantic tale whispers that it was built 'under the
light of the torches," as described by Muslim chroniclers. Imagining the scene,
with the flicker of torches illuminating the night as the walls ascended, sent a
shiver of wonder down our spines. The Alhambra spans nearly 26 acres, with
over a mile of walls, 30 towers, and countless other structures. It is a realm of
architectural wonder and artistic magic.

As we wandered through the Alhambra's expansive complex, we found
ourselves spellbound by its sheer scale and the meticulous artistry that defines
every corner. The palaces, known as the Casa Real Vieja, emerged in the 14th
century under the guidance of two great kings: Yusuf | and Muhammad V.
Yusuf I's legacy can be seen in the Comares Tower, the Door of Justice, and
the exquisite Baths, while Muhammad V added to the palace's beauty by
crafting the ethereal Hall of the Lions.

The Nasrid palaces are divided into three distinct realms. The Mexuar, a semi-
public space where justice was once served and state affairs deliberated, made
us feel as though we were witnessing the echoes of a long-lost era. The
Comares Palace, the official residence of the sultan, with its Court of the
Myrtles and a tranquil central pond bordered by myrtle bushes, offered a
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serene oasis. However, the Palace of the Lions, a private sanctuary for the king
and his family, truly stole our breath away. The Hall of the Abencerrajes, with
its intricate stalactite ceiling, is steeped in legend—said to be the site where a
noble family met their tragic end. The Hall of the Ambassadors, where Islamic
emirs negotiated with Christian emissaries, was another jewel, and we could
not help but imagine the weighty discussions that once filled the air within those
walls.

The Alhambra's decorative elements are nothing short of masterpieces. The
arabesques, calligraphy, and geometric patterns adorn the walls are not merely
ornamental—they pulse with symbolic meaning. Quranic inscriptions and
poetry flow like rivers across the surfaces, extolling the virtues of the rulers and
reflecting the cultural and spiritual soul of the era. Every wall and every arch
seemed to whisper stories from the past. Among the Alhambra's most
mesmerising features are the 'mugarnas’, an architectural marvel that bridges
different levels of a building with breathtaking grace. The ceilings, particularly
those adorned with mugarnas, are like gazing into the stars, creating an
astonishing three-dimensional effect that left us in awe. It felt as though the
architects had captured the very essence of the cosmos within these walls.

The Alhambra's tale did not end with the fall of Granada in 1492 when King
Ferdinand of Aragon and Queen Isabella of Castile claimed the city. Instead, it
marked the beginning of a new chapter. The Alhambra was transformed into a
Christian court, and the complex saw many changes. The most striking of these
is the Renaissance-style palace commissioned by the Holy Roman Emperor
Charles V, standing in sharp contrast to the surrounding Islamic architecture.
Charles V also added the Emperor's Chambers, the Queen's Dressing Room,
and a church to replace the Alhambra's mosque. This mingling of styles
fascinated us—a testament to the changing tastes and shifting tides of history.

The Alhambra was largely abandoned in the 18th century, and the French
destroyed some of its towers during the Peninsular War in 1812. However, fate
had other plans, and restoration efforts began in the 19th century, starting in
1828 under the careful watch of architect José Contreras and continued by his
descendants. Without their dedication, this jewel might have been lost to time.
What touched us most during our visit was how the Alhambra stands as a
symbol of the cultural synthesis that defines Andalusian history. It is a place
where Muslim and Christian architectural styles entwine, where different
epochs and rulers have left their indelible marks. We were particularly moved
by the story of American author Washington Irving, who resided in the
Alhambra in 1829 and penned Tales of the Alhambra. His words helped bring
this magical place to the world's attention, and tracing his steps felt like walking
through a dream.
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Today, the Alhambra is rightly recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage site.
It is a living testament to the artistic, cultural, and historical dialogues that have
shaped human civilisation. We felt a profound connection to the past as we
strolled through the intricate mosaics, sprawling courtyards, and lush gardens.
The Nasrid Palaces, with their exquisite stonework and Islamic
embellishments, are a reminder of the artistry and splendour of a bygone era.
Every corner of the Alhambra seems to capture light and shadow in a
mesmerising dance. Adjacent to the Moorish palaces is the Palace of Charles
V, a striking symbol of the Renaissance period that followed. Its grand circular
courtyard and imposing columns frame the tranquil blue of the Granada sky,
creating a contrast with the surrounding Islamic architecture that is as stark as
it is beautiful.

Our journey would not have been complete without a visit to the Alcazaba, the
ancient military fortress that crowns the Alhambra's highest point. The
panoramic views from the fortress, stretching out over Granada and the
verdant valley below, were nothing short of breathtaking—a perfect union of
history and nature. The Generalife gardens, a short walk from the main
complex, are a riot of colour in June, with flowers and roses in full bloom under
the warm Andalusian sun. We lost ourselves in the labyrinthine pathways, past
fountains and ancient trees, surrendering to the timeless romance of this place.
The Generalife is a sanctuary for the soul, where time seems to pause and let
you simply be.

Our visit to the Alhambra was more than just a journey through history, art, and
architecture—it was a love affair with the past. If you ever find yourself in
Granada, do not miss the chance to explore this magical place. It is not just a
visit but a memory that will linger in your heart forever.
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Bleak and White
Dr Paramita Dasgupta Ghosh

Destination Hawes, a beautiful market town nestled within Wensleydale... It was the
first spring break of the year and we were looking forward to a splurge of greenery
after months of grey winter... some long walks in the valley, dotted with flowers
maybe? Who knows.... spring was just round the corner with snow drops making its
first appearance... the promise of the colours was already creeping on to the
scenery....

The day was promising, sunny and bright, with the resident robin making its first
appearance... yes, good things to come out of the trip... so we set off, armed with a
sunny Spotify list and a boot full of food... well cooking is essential in those cottage
stays.... right?

Leaving industrial urbanisation, we were soon in the lap of nature as we entered the
dales, the rolling hills, the sunshine, the languid canal, the grazing dots of sheep, the
chirping birds... all good... and oooh... a floating something landing ever so slowly
on the windscreen! And then one more and another, a flurry of soft floaters gracefully
swirling and sticking to the windscreen..... Snow? Was there a prediction...well there
might have been.... Ah well... what harm can a flurry of soft snow do to our soaring
spirits? And snow does make things more romantic and aah mysterious even.

So, as we drove through the changing landscape as the greens and blues and greys
were gently and gradually covered with a powdery layer of snow... videos of bare
trees and rooftops with a coating of thin white and Rashid Khan on the car audio and
suddenly we felt the car swerve a little... ‘What happened?’ | asked ‘Well the car is
skidding’ was his stoic reply......

The events happened too quickly from then on.... we had already entered and
travelled an uphill on a high pass, driving right into deep snow.... swerved, skidded,
lost control... and then settled in a comfortable dent at the side of the road just short
of the stone wall which separated the pass from the drop to the valley. We soon
realised we have entered almost an unpassable zone... and the car behind us had
also skidded and stopped...and of course, as expected there were no phone signals
and dwindling charge to the car!

He got out with great difficulty, the chill of outside piercing our skins... the snow was
heavy and building around the tyres, he walked up the steep road to find any signal...
we were four miles from the cottage in a completely empty pass... not a cottage or
farm in sight... How do we call for help? The car battery will run out... and would we
be in the newspaper next day... a family frozen to death in a remote pass?

Oh, is that a car? Surely there was a small car in the horizon, a man driving
nonchalantly in the snow, as if it is just plain ground.... ‘Are you stuck mate?’ Indeed,
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we are! Shall we give it a push? Nah... the car is in a deep depression and will not
budge. ‘Oh okay... | can give you a lift where you can get a signal’ But how can you
drive in the snow? ‘Don’t worry mate, | was in the army in Norway and Canada.... |
have driven through many snowy roads... | am here just to visit my dad in the next
village’

We did get a signal & called for AA, and we bade grateful goodbyes to the man, who
went in to push the other red car behind. Two chilly apprehensive hours and many
calculations of ‘how to walk to the cottage’ later, now that we had to switch off the car
heating to save the batteries, there was still no sign of any rescue vehicle and the
snow kept on falling... it was not romantic anymore... not even mysterious.... just
thoughts of survival... one of my best one was to just keep reading the book... and
bury my face out of troubles.

Ah | can see the truck... it stopped, two men in hi viz jackets. ‘Are you from AA?’ he
asked ‘Naah... but you seem stuck’... indeed we are, and we are waiting to be
rescued....’In this weather? Unlikely they can reach the pass’. A chill tingled up our
spine. Desperation calls for desperate measures... | had to un-bury my face from the
book... and face the situation. | can see the conversations between him and them
were not getting anywhere...

‘Excuse me... are you able to drive to Hawes?’ Yes, we have snow tyres... we were
here to see if anyone was stuck. ‘That is so great... is there a chance you can give
us a lift to Hawes... or even to the cottage. ‘Yes, we can...if you can fit in the car'...
It was then | saw their car... it was a truck the back was full of farm goods and err...a
pile of horse muck. The seat had a plastic cover and a loaf of bread... | guessed
their shopping...but there were three seats... phew.... ‘Yes, we can fitin. | am sure...
that will be so kind of you'.

‘Okay, let us go to the other side of the pass, and we will pick you up on our return
journey’ We hoped against hope that they will return... and they did. We threw our
luggage at the back horse poop or not and clamoured in the seat. The unbearable
stench of horse excreta was the smell of life. As we started the roller coaster, slippery,
shivery journey to our destination, there was absolutely no debate that ‘God’ ness
actually lies within the goodness.... There is nothing more divine than the kindness...
nothing warmer than the warmth of an outstretched helping hand!

We were finally dropped to our cottage which was warm and welcoming ... only to
realise we have left all the food in the abandoned car and we decided to trek the mile
back to the village to find some food. And that’'s when the dreary and bleak day of
angst suddenly opened up to a dreamy magical almost monochrome scenery straight
from a graphics of a long forgotten novel...... fields of soft white snow, the bare tree
with its trunk covered across its whole length... as if it is cut in halves of black and
white, the lonely barn adorning a snowy roof.... the sheep almost camouflage in
white, the footprints on snow going almost nowhere... the lonely cockerel in search
of a late worm.
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A hearty meal around the roaring fire of the pub, we realised that there were no taxi
back home... the last taxi driver of the village had retired last winter! Ah well! How
does it matter if it is pitch dark now... we had our phone torch to show the drivers...
we exist... in face of the challenges...Tomorrow it will be business as usual with
melting snow on the green, blue and grey... we have the car to retrieve and lots to
do, we have to find our own adventures...

As we finally hit the bed at the end of our first day of holiday, we realised that through
the bleak and white of the story of life, what shone today was undoubtedly, the
colours of humanity!

Dipanshu Ghosh
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Dr Pradip Pramanik
14.08.1947 — 25.06.2024

Dr Pradip Pramanik was born on 14/08/1947 and died on 25/06/2024. He touched the hearts
of everyone he encountered with his kindness and generosity. He lost his mother at his very
early age. So, he was brought up by his kind grandparents. He came to the UK just a few
years after getting his MBBS degree in 1976.

After becoming a registrar, he decided to settle the in UK. So, he settled in Thorne,
Doncaster as a general practitioner. Being a GP suited him perfectly as he always had time
to listen, had a caring nature and always went above and beyond for his patients. He was
an integral part of the Moorends and Thorne community where he was loved and respected
by many.

Besides his academic side he enjoyed and kept himself engaged in social life. One of them
was the Sheffield and Barnsley puja committee. He was involved with this puja committee
from 1989. He used to go to Leicester for collecting donations such as jewellery shops such
as Bipin Jewellery and from many sweat shops. At the start of the puja days, he went to
Leicester early in the morning to bring all the green groceries, flowers and sweets and then
came back to Thorne to start his surgery at 8.30 am.

He was a successful entertainment secretary for few years. For as long as his health
permitted, he attended all the pujas and all the social activities of Sheffield and Barnsley
puja committee. He will be greatly missed.
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Chocolate and Orange Brownie
Rahul Mondal

Ingredients

2509 dark chocolate

200g salted butter (plus extra for greasing)
3 large eggs

2259 dark brown sugar

50g self-raising flour

50g coco powder

1tsp vanilla extract

Zest of 2 oranges

150g milk chocolate (chopped roughly)

Method

Preheat the oven to 160C Fan.

Grase and line a 20cm x 30cm tray bake tin (any rectangular tray bake tin would
do) with butter and baking paper.

Place the chocolate and butter in a heat proof boil and melt on top of a
saucepan of simmering water. Alternatively, you can melt the chocolate with
butter in a microwave in 1min bursts.

Whisk eggs and sugar using an electric whisk for about 5-7 mins, till it is almost
doubled in volume.

Sift the flour and coco on top and fold them in the batter.

Next, pour the melted chocolate and butter mix followed by vanilla and orange
zest. Fold them in to create the gorgeous shiny brownie batter.

Finally sprinkle the chopped milk chocolate on the batter and give a gentle mix.
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Pour the batter in the prepared tin and bake in a preheated oven for about
27-30mins.

After it is baked, take it out of the oven and let it cool in its tin for at least
15-20mins.

Then you can dig in and enjoy.
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BACK TO MENU
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Continental

Supermarket
HYDE PARK

Rty E Fforde Green Junction
—w . Roundhay Road, Leeds
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Destton

INDIAN RESTAURANT AND BAR

Voted as one of the top five Indian restaurant in Fine
Dining category in Yorkshire Gurry Awards, Destination
serves authentic Indian dishes with a modern twist.

For bookings please call us on 01484644448
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USHA MARTIN

Explore the unparalleled
capabilities of Brunton Shaw
steel wire ropes, specially
designed to meet the most
demanding applications within
the oil & gas industry.

At Brunton Shaw, it is our
mission and continuous
endeavor to invest in our
people, research, development
and to present the industry with
products and innovation to lead
the way.

@BruntonShawUK
@ 01909537600

@ www.Brunton-Shaw.com
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Hope
Rituparna Prashar

“Hope is important!
It can make the present moment more bearable.
If we have hope that tomorrow will be better, we can get
through the difficult moments of today.
Hope is one thing that can help us get through the darkest

times.”
Source — Google
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