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COME, JOIN US!

Membership Subscription: £125 per year (15t May — 30™" April)

Payment by:
Online BACS transfer (preferred):

Account Name - Sheffield & District (SDDCC)
Sort Code - 40-32-01
Account Number - 41433288

or =y o WE ACCEPT
i visa [
: : DEBIT & CREDIT

On site during puja by cash ~ Or by card

Please Visit Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldDurgapuja

Please Visit Web site https://barnsleypuja.net/

I 5803


https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldDurgapuja
https://barnsleypuja.net/

- . 't : : ,..e.k Wk,
. .9 . Ay ..b R
l.b\oeﬂ-a 4

o

pc Sinjini Basu

WELCOME NOTE

I 5803



EARNSLEY

Metropolitan Borough Council

MAYORAL OFFICE

Sheffield and District Durgotsab & My Ref: MSC /DJL / VW
Cultural Committee Members’ Your Ref:
Date: 23 May 2025
Enquiries to:
Direct Dial: 01226 773804
E-Mail: mayorsoffice@barnsley.gov.uk

Dear friends,
Sheffield & District Durgotsab & Cultural Event
Monday 29 September 2025

The Mayoress and | extend our greetings to you all on behalf of the people of Barnsley.

May | convey my congratulations on organising and hosting another Durgotsab cultural festival later
this year at the Milton Hall in Elsecar.

Barnsley values and respects individuals of all backgrounds, cultures, and faiths. The town is proud
to be part of a multi-racial society that enriches lives and strengthens bonds. The diverse Bengali
cultures brought to the borough are very much welcomed, and we look forward to learning more
about your traditions and customs.

The invitation to attend the Durgotsab Cultural Festival in September is warmly received and the
Mayoress and | look forward to experiencing the performances, cuisine, and atmosphere.

Thank you for the invitation and we look forward to meeting everyone on 29 September 2025.

Yours sincerely

// A~

A ( Y

A L'._,!-‘-"-/' T —T
L

Councillor John William Clarke JP

Mavyor of Barnsley

Town Hall, Church Street, Barnsley, S70 2TA
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CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME
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It has been a tumultuous year, both at home and abroad.
India has stood at the brink of war, while conflict continues
to rage in Ukraine and Gaza, with full-blown humanitarian
crises unfolding before our eyes. Simultaneously, an
economic war brews, with the United States leveraging tariffs
on the global stage. Amidst this turmoil, despite the bold
declaration of COP29 "an insurance policy for humanity", the
climate crisis seems to have quietly taken a back seat. After
a summer of hose bans and parched soil, we now witness \
the graceful transition to autumn, as the earth dons’ hues of gold and crimson.
It is also the time when Goddess Durga arrives in all her splendour, a powerful
symbol of strength, renewal, and divine feminine energy - lifting our spirits and
bringing communities together. Since its inception, SDDC has taken conscious
steps toward being a responsible, community driven organisation.

This year, our theme is “Going Green,” with a special focus on recycling.
Recycling is not merely an environmental act - it is a spiritual one. In Hindu
philosophy, the cycle of creation, preservation, and destruction is central to the
cosmic rhythm. Just as Goddess Durga embodies the power to destroy evil
and restore balance, so too does recycling transform waste into renewal. What
we discard gains new life; what is broken can be reimagined. To recycle is to
honour the Earth as sacred. It is an act of gratitude, of stewardship. It reminds
us that nothing truly ends - it is merely reborn in another form. Let this Durga
Puja be not only a celebration of divinity and culture but also a pledge toward
conscious living, where we extend reverence not just to our deities but to the
planet that sustains us. Let us worship Her not just in clay idols and songs, but
also in our actions - by reducing waste, reusing with intention, and recycling
with care.

Dr Sugato Sarkar
Vice Chairman

=
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Dear Members, Friends and well-wishers,

It gives us immense pleasure, on behalf of SDDCC, to extend a warm welcome to all our
members and the wider community for joining us in celebrating the auspicious festival of
Druga puja. This sacred occasion is not only a time for worship and devotion but also a
cherished opportunity for us to come together, strengthen the bonds, and celebrate our rich
cultural heritage.

SDDCC started the Durga puja in 1989 to bring people together to uphold our tradition and
to celebrate puja away from home. Like previous years, this year we are also celebrating
our festivals at Milton Hall, Elsecar, Barnsley. Your participation will add joy, warmth, and
vibrance to the festivities.

We would also like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all our executive committee
members, editors, and many other members for their tireless efforts, dedication, and hard
work in organising this year’s celebration. Without their commitment, such an event would
not be possible. Their teamwork and devotion reflect the true spirit of our organisation.

As a part of the festivities, we are delighted to inform you that our Bijaya Sommeloni has
been arranged on Saturday, 11" October, at Dewsbury Town Hall. It is going to be a
mesmerising musical evening (Surer Sandhya), to be performed by two eminent artists
from Kolkata, Jayati Chakraborty and Srikanta Acharya, who do not need any
introduction. We can’t wait to welcome you along with your family and friends to join us for
an unforgettable musical evening.

Let us join hands to connect, celebrate and create memories together!

Dr Sanjay Ghoshal Dr Manash Debbarman
General Secretary Asstt General Secretary



2025-2026 EVENTS CALENDAR

Saturday 27" September MahaSasthi /%f5a17 o =nife, d803 =S
Sasthi / ¥51: 18:45 / s8¢ b+ Arati & Anjali

Sunday 28" September MahaSaptami /3@ > e, 3893 Wﬁ
Morning (777) 12:30 / s3:90 @fbwr - Arati & Anjali
Evening (=1): 18:45 / sv:8¢ ab< - Arati & Anjalli

Monday 29" September MahaAshtami / (ATNJIF S W )8021?'51'@51
Morning (777) 12:30 / s3:90 @b - Arati & Anjali

Afternoon (Ree1): 17:30 / ¢:90 @b - Sandhi Pujo GIED A0S
Evening (7=1): 19:15 / ss:s¢ 2b< - Arati & Anjalli

Tuesday 30" September’'25 MahaNabami / 57114 59 “\’Hﬂ? 58V Wﬁ
Morning (777) 12:30 / s3:90 @b - Arati & Anjali

Afternoon (779): 15:30 / ©:90 B3 - Houm (c21™)
Evening (7=1): 19:15 / ss:5¢ 2b< - Arati & Anjalli

Wednesday 15 October’25 BijoyaDashami / ISR 58 WY, 802 faersy et
Morning (77%) 12:00 /s2:00 - Sindoor Khela (= cge)

Monday 6% October 2025 Kojagorilakshmi / CITIQTA 55 SN, 58902 (HTGISIAT T ATST

Evening (7=1): 19:00 / ;00 b33 - Arati & Anjali

Saturday 11" October’25 Surer Sandhya Cultural Function - 17:00
RATF 28 SIRAA, 5892 AT TAHI ARFOS WFHIA - d4:00

Monday 20 October’25 Kali Pujo /(TN I 580 *NTAT (51
Evening (=1): 19:00 / q:00 w17 - Arati & Anjali

Sunday 25" January’26 Saraswati Pujo,

AT 5 WY Y8w2 FAFS! ATOT

Saturday 18" April’26 NaboBorsho

19 8 Ty Y8V IIJF

Sunday 10" May’26 Annual General Meeting
AT 24 T3y Y89 v JIHF LAY o1

ASE
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EDITORS’ DESK

In this ever-changing landscape called life, the only
constant is change. This is perhaps the most clichéd saying
in English. Perhaps because its hundred percent true. Life
is all about us changing, evolving and moving forward. We
constantly shed our old habits, like old skin, and change. |
Some changes are good and positive while some might not |
be so. But we never stand still. With every step we take we |7z
are playing out a part in the greater evolution of our race. ¥ &
Ultimately, it's how we see this complex journey. It's a |
choice; to either embrace life with all its up and downs and '
revel in the twists and turns of the path or to succumb to the
dips and the low points.

Its time again for another change as our editorial team curates the last
Kashphool under our tenure and we get ready to handover the baton. What an
amazingly enriching journey this has been. Witnessing the creativity within our
community and beyond; finding talents hitherto unknown and discovering
gems...this, perhaps has been my most rewarding endeavour. Thank you for
trusting us with your works and for giving us the freedom to bring our own
creativity to this puja barshiki.

May this season of festivals bring you joy, light, courage, kindness, clarity and
positivity. May you worship Ma with abundance and revel in her blessings.

|| Ya Devi sarva-bhuteshu Matri rupena samstitha;
Namastasye namastasye namastasye namo namaha ||

Rituparna
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Editors’ note: This endeavour would have been incomplete without the
generous and heartfelt contribution of many talented individuals. One such
extremely talented individual, Tirtrhankar Chakraborty, produce the stunning
cover page for our magazine. Thank you, Tirthankar for this beautiful art
piece.
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Prabal Datta
Chairman

Sugato Sarkar
Vice Chairman

Manash Debbarman
| Vice Secretary

Sanjay Ghoshal
Secretarv

Sharmistha Bal
Asst. Treasurer

Samujjwal Basu
Treasurer

Subir Sen
Cultural Secretary

Manjusree Mukhopadhyay
Asst. Cultural Secretary

Ak

Barnali Chakraborty
Communication Secretary

Pradip Chongder
Asst. Communication Secretary




Dr Chandan Biswas Dr Satyendu Mitra Mrs Dipali Dutta
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SDDCC AGM minutes 2025

Sheffield & District Durgotsab & Cultural Committee
(SDDCC)

Venue: Milton Hall, Elsecar S74 8EZ Date: 11th May 2025, 1pm to 5:30pm

In attendance:

Ronhit Avrol (RA)

Gautam Bal (GB)
Sarmistha Bal (SB)
Dibyendu Banerjee (DB)
Aditi Banerjee (AdB)
Nilanjan Basu

Samujjwal Basu (SamB)
Sinjini Basu

Milly Basu (MB)

10 Monotosh Bhadra (MonB)
11.Shipra Bhadra
12.Chandan Biswas (CB)
13.Sheela Biswas

14. Abhijit Chakraborty
15.Barnali Chakraborty (BC)
16.Pradip Chongder (PC)
17.Abhay Das (AD)

18.Lopa Das (LD)

19.Prabal K Datta (PKD)
20.Moushumi Datta
21.Soumitra Dutta (New member)
22.Binita Dutta (New member)
23.Manas Debbarma (MDB)
24.Anindita Biswas
25.Subhasish Duttagupta
26.Panchajanya Ghatak (PG)
27.Baishali Ghatak

©CoNo>OhwWN =

Apologies:

Sangeeta Banerjee
Nabakumar Basu
Rakhi Basu

Bivas Biswas
Shyamal Chatterjee

abhwN -~

28.Sanjay Ghoshal (SG)
29.Indrila Ghoshal

30.Kaushik Lahiri (New member)
31.Anil Mandal (AM)

32.Sumitra Mandal

33. Satyendu Mitra
34.Shibopriyo Mukherjee (SM)
35.Manjusree Mukherjee (MM)
36. Victor Palit (VP)

37.Susmita Palit

38.Kiran Pindiprolu (New member)
39.Rituparna Prasar (RP)
40.Piyush Prashar

41.Arup Rana

42.Rama Rana

43.Kaustabh Raychaudhuri (KR)
44.Sandip Samanta (SS)
45.Sudipta Samanta (SdS)
46.Sugato Sarkar

47.Subir Sen (SubS)
48.Sangeeta Ray (SR)
49.Rupak K Sarkar (RS)
50.Kamal Samanta

51.Renuka Samanta
52.Anshuman Sengupta
53.Surabhi Sengupta

Dipali Dutta
Sudipta Ghosh
Manas Mallick
Sujit Mukherjee
0 Tapati Mukherjee

*“390.\‘.@
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Executive Summary of AGM 2025 at a glance

Agenda Points

1.Election
process
nominations

2.Registration as
a
unincorporated
charitable
association
(UCA)

3.Membership
fees

4.Food coupons

5. Puja dates:

5. Cultural
Programme

6. AGM

7. External artist
performance

Discussion Responsibility
6 weeks before AGM. Initial suggestionsto  EC at the first EC
come from EC, Other members can meeting to come up with
nominate as long as someone seconds actual process

Debate about legality to form UCA based on @ EC to make enquiries
net income of £5000 vs. does it have to be | with specialist law firms /

done even if the income is above £5000. Financial firms if it is a
Membership subscription fee should not be | must or optional and
counted as part of the income simply write to HMRC

about our income to
avoid future penalties

Payment by instalment was not accepted. Treasurers to action

Membership fees to remain same at £125
per year and paid by the end of puja

i. Debate if members children are married Treasurers to action
and the spouse must pay for the food
coupons. It was accepted that if children
pay separately then their spouse
automatically gets food coupons but if
they don’t pay then the spouse must pay
for the food coupons.

Durga Puja: Sasthi Sat 27" Sep — Dashami EC to action
Wed 1%t Oct

Lakhsmi Pujo: Mon 6™ Oct

Kali Pujo: Mon 20" Oct

Saraswati Puja: 23 / 24" Jan (TBA)

Noboborsho: Sat 18" April EC to action

Sun 10" May EC to action

2 proposals put forward: one for combined
program of Srikanta Acharya & Jayati
Chakroborty on the 11" oct and the other for
Lagnaijita Chakraborty on the 12 of Oct.
The former programme was voted to be
taken forward and SDDCC to support
shortfall of up to £2000.

SESS

S
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SDDCC MEMBERS

Mr Rohit Abrol & Mrs Aneka Rimi Abrol Biswas
Dr Ranadeb & Mrs Susmita Acharya

Dr Arindom & Mrs Debjani Aich

Dr Gautam & Mrs Sharmistha Bal

Mr Samvarta & Mrs Runa Bandyopadhyay
Dr Shyamal & Mrs Pali Bandyopadhyay

Dr Amit & Mrs Sangita Banerjee

Dr. Dibyendu & Mrs Aditi Banerjee

Mrs Karabi Banerjee

Dr Nabakumar & Dr Rakhi Basu

Dr Nilanjan & Mrs.Julia Basu

Mr Samujjwal & Mrs Sinjini Basu

Dr Sanjay & Mrs Mohua Basu

Dr Soumya Shankar & Mrs Rajasee Basu
Dr Subhajit & Mrs Milly Basu

Dr Monotosh & Dr Sipra Bhadra

Mr Atul Bhaskar & Dr Ipsita Roy

Dr Debopriyo Bhattacharya & Dr Vrinda Dutt
Dr Suman & Mrs Aditi Bhattacharya

Dr Bivas & Mrs Mitali Biswas

Dr Chandan Biswas & Dr Sheela Biswas

Dr Abhijit & Mrs Barnali Chakraborty

Dr Mallikca Chakraborty

Mr Kamal K & Mrs Swapna Chakrobartti

Dr Shyamal & Mrs Sunanda Chatterjee

Dr Chinmoy & Mrs Kabita Chaudhuri

Mr Tirthankar Chakraborty & Mrs Ishita Chatterjee
Mr Pradip & Mrs Swati Chongder

Dr Abhay & Dr Lopa Das

Dr Rajarshi & Mrs Sudipa Das

Mr Rohit Das & Mrs Souradipa Biswas

Dr Manas Debbarman & Mrs Anindita Biswas
Dr Vinayak Kumar & Dr Piya Dhar

Mrs Dipali Dutta

Dr Prabal & Mrs Mousumi Datta

Dr Soumitra & Mrs Binita Dutta

Dr Subhasis & Mrs Sutapa Duttagupta
Dr Panchajanya & Mrs Baishali Ghatak
Dr Adwaita & Mrs Sudipta Ghosh

Dr Sanjay & Mrs Indrila Ghoshal

Dr Prosenijit & Dr Anuradha Giri

Dr Buddhadeb Jana & Mrs Sanchita Paul Jana
Mr Arnab Kundu & Mrs Amrita Pradhan
Dr Kaushik & Mrs Munmun Lahiri

Dr Biswaijit Majumder

Dr Manas & Mrs Sheila Mallik

Dr Anil Kumar & Mrs Sumitra Mandal

Mr Suvendu & Mrs Sheuli Mandal

Dr Rajeev Mishra & Mrs Pallavi Mishra
Dr Satyendu & Mrs Rina Mitra

Dr Shibopriyo & Dr Manjusree Mukherjee
Mr Suijit & Dr Tapati Mukherjee

Dr Victor Palit & Dr Susmita Ray

Dr Kiran & Dr Rama Pindiprolu

Mrs Esita Pramanik

Dr Piyush & Mrs Rituparna Prashar

Dr Arup & Mrs Rama Rana

Dr Nishant Ranjan & Dr Lopa Mitra

Dr Jaydip Ray & Dr Karabi Ray

Dr Kaustabh Raychaudhuri

Mr Somnath Saha

Dr Kamal & Dr Renuka Samanta

Mr Sandip & Mrs Sudipta Samanta

Dr Rupak Kumar & Dr Ranjana Sarkar
Dr Sugato Sarkar

Mr Susovan Sarkar & Mrs Neepa Bandopadhyay
Mr Subir Sen & Dr Sangeeta Ray

Mr Angshuman & Mrs Surovi Sengupta
Dr Sabyasachi Chatterjee & Dr Shobha Somashekhar

u\/‘\

/\ 2
N\~
L \Y

NV

/

17

PTG 5893




AN AN “l “l AN AN “l “l AN AN “l “l

pc Google
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SOLAR SYSTEMS
Ahaana L|Iy Mukherjee Patel

RAINBOWS
Aarushl Diyani Mukherjee Patel
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Assemblage

Simaya Ruby Biswas Abrol

S—

Bloom
Norah Sengupta
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Poem
Amara Biswas Abrol

Written at school as part of the young writers’ competition 2025. Her
poem was chosen to be published in a book called Monster Acrostics, a
collection of fiendish poems.




My Love for Seashells
Abira Ghosh

| love going to the seaside and walking along the shore, searching for shells.
Each one feels like a little treasure left behind by the sea. | pick them up, turn
them in my hands, and hold them to my ear to hear that rumble of the sea — as
if it lives inside the shell.

| am amazed by the beauty, colour and spectacular shape of each shell | pick
— the swirls, patterns, some smooth and others textured; each designed by
nature and the sea that helped create it. | wonder about the tiny creatures that
once lived in them — where are they now?

| spend hours by the seaside in my happy space, collecting more and more
shells - each better than the one before it. Collecting shells make me feel
happy; they are my precious treasures that remind me of the seaside long after
| have returned home.

22




Starry Night
Reyansh Prashar




“It’s a Bug’s Life” — A Volkswagen Beetle Story
Ritika Sarkar

Volkswagen - The people’s car.

The Volkswagen Beetle has charmed the
world for nearly a century. Beloved for its
unique design, simple engineering, and
friendly personality, it has found a place
in countless homes - including mine. In
our family, four generations have shared
their lives with this little car, each creating
their own set of memories.

This is the story of our family’s journey
with the Beetle.

It all began in early 1974. My grandfather, Dr. Dlpak Kumar Sarkar, was
searching for a second family car in —

Middlesbrough, England. During a
visit to a local dealership, a white
1972 Volkswagen Beetle caught his
eye. A few days later, this little
1200cc air-cooled Beetle became
part of our family.

(From left to right: Dr Gour Krishna Sircar,
Mrs Pushpa Bala Sircar, Dr Dipak Kumar Sarkar)

It was in this car that my grandfather drove my father (Dr Rupak Kumar Sarkar)
and his friend Michael to their school, Nunthorpe Primary, each morning before
heading to work at Middlesbrough General Hospital. The Beetle carried them
on countless trips, and in 1975, it even made a memorable journey to London
with my great grandparents - a highlight in my father’s young life.

24



In 1978, the Beetle was sold to a family friend, and soon after, our family
moved back to India. But the little | = - - 3
car’s presence had already left a & :
lasting impression.

The Volkswagen Beetle is more than
just a car, designed by Ferdinand
Porsche in the late 1930s, it became
one of the most successful cars in
history, with over 21 million cars
produced. Its rounded shape and
cheerful charm made it instantly
recognizable. It was the first car
manufactured by Volkswagen, which
is why it was also known as Type 1.

(Rupak Kumar Sarkar, Dr Rupali Sarkar
(my grandmother) and the VW Beetle)

This German made car was originally called “Kafer’ however when the car
model became known to the British and Americans it gained its iconic name of
“The Beetle” or the bug.

On the big screen, it became a star thanks to Disney’s Herbie series and its
sequels. The original Beetle’s production finally came to an end on July 30,
2003, when the last one rolled off the assembly line in Puebla, Mexico - closing
a remarkable 65-year chapter. However, until 2003, it was Volkswagens
bestselling car solidifying its place in automotive history.

In 2001, while unpacking after moving to a new country, my father uncovered
a small model of a Volkswagen Beetle in storage, the sight of it brought back
vivid childhood memories. From that moment, he dreamed of owning one
someday.

Fast forward twenty-four years, in April 2025, my father finally made that dream
a reality. He purchased a 1998 Mexican Beetle, one of the last of the original
design, 1600i cc air-cooled and still in remarkably good condition.

After a few small repairs, the car was restored to near-original glory. Once
again, the familiar hum of a Beetle’s engine fills our days, and our family has
begun making new memories.

25
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The car is now proudly taking part in Classic car shows. Recently, it took a trip
from Sheffield to Rotherham to take part in a V-Dub Odyssey Classic car show.

(Left to right - Dr Dipak and
Rupak Kumar Sarkar)

(Ritika Sarkar, Dr Dipak Kumar
Sarkar, Dr Rupak and Ranjana
Sarkar)

26



The Moon’s Pull: How Gravity Creates Ocean Tides
Anonymous

Have you ever walked along a beach, and returned hours later to find that the
shoreline is in a completely different place than where you left it? Then you
have seen the power of the tides, but what actually causes the sea to rise and
fall every day? The surprising answer: the Moon is tugging on the Earth, and
you, with gravity.

What is Gravity Doing?

Gravity is the force of attraction between any objects that have mass. You feel
Earth’s gravity keeping you on the ground, but gravity also acts between the
Earth and the Moon. Although, the Moon is much smaller, it is close enough to
pull on the Earth with significant force, especially the oceans.

The side of the Earth that is closest to the Moon feels a stronger gravitational
pull. This pulls the water towards the moon, causing a bulge in the oceans -
this is what we call a high tide. At the same time, the far side of the Earth also
experiences a high tide, but for a different reason: the Moon pulls more strongly
on the Earth than on the water on the far side. As a result, the Earth is slightly
pulled away from that water, leaving a second bulge.

So, we end up with two tidal bulges on the opposite side of the Earth, one
facing the Moon and one directly opposite it.

Why Do We have Two High Tides a Day?

Due to the Earth’s rotation, different parts of the planet move through these
bulges during a 24-hour day. That is why most coastal areas experience two
high tides and two low tides a day, as they rotate into and out of bulges.

You might expect the timing to be exactly the same every day, but that isn’t the
case. The Moon is orbiting the Earth at the same time, so each tidal cycle is
just over 12 hours apart. That’'s why tide times shift slightly each day.

The Sun’s role in tides : The Moon isn’t the only object affecting tides — the Sun
plays a part too. When the Sun, Moon, and Earth line up (during a new moon
or full moon), their combined gravitational pull creates spring tides, which are
higher and lower than normal high and low tides. When the Moon and Sun are
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perpendicular to each other (during the first and third quarters of the Moon),
their forces partially cancel each other out. This causes neap tides, which are
less dramatic than spring tides. While the Moon is the main driver of tides, the
Sun helps shape how extreme they are.

Conclusion :

Tides might seem simple, just water going in and out, but they are a clear
example of how cosmic forces affect our daily lives. They influence marine life,
shipping, and even power generation in some areas. And it is all due to gravity,
a silent, invisible force pulling the oceans into motion.
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Poems

Srija Bhattacharya

SCHOOL

School is a happy place
School makes your sadness vanish
from every trace.

Our uniform is grey and red
The sound of school makes me
jump out of my bed.

School is a place to learn and play
and have fun every day.
It's lunchtime so let’s eat our food

So that we are energized and back
in a wonderful mood.

Reading books is good for us

So come on and read, don’'t make a
fuss

Now it's home time

So, let’s say goodbye to teachers
and friends.

So that the school day can end.

HOME

| love my home very much
So many things to taste and touch.

My family members are dad, mum
and sister

They help me even if | get pricked by
a tiny blister.

My mum makes delicious dishes

That always fulfils my confectionery
wishes.

| love playing in my garden

Feeding the birds breads before they
harden.

All day | enjoy myself,

At night | dream about my toys on
the shelf.
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A day in Portmeirion
Somrik Ghoshal

On 16th August, Saturday, we all headed to Portmeirion, North Wales. When |
asked Mom, what should we see there? With excitement, she softly replied,
Portmeirion is a unique Italian-style village.

Hearing that, | could not help but wonder, how does North Wales have an
Italian-style village? Mom googled and shared, because it was the dream
project of Sir Clow Williams Ellis. He was inspired by Mediterranean village
Portofino, Italy. He then reimagined that style and architecture in Welsh
landscape. After a long scenic drive, we reached our destination. With
amazement, | saw pastel-coloured houses, domes, towers, and piazzas. The
place echoed with children's laughter, as they splashed in the paddling pool
and ran across the giant chessboard. | was not allowed to play in the paddling
pool, as | did not have any wet clothes, and that did not make me very happy.
But then Dad bought me a massive ice cream. | was happy again. We took a
relaxing stroll through the woodlands and along the seaside village. The whole
day felt like stepping into a magical dreamy village, vibrant, colourful, and full
of charm.
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Narayan Sarovar: A Jewel of Kutch District
Dr Chandan Biswas

In February 2025 with a group of friends
we visited Indian state of Gujarat for a
fortnight.

Among the many places we visited, one |}°
that truly captivated me was Narayan [
Sarovar in the Kutch District. | was
amazed by its serene beauty and spiritual
atmosphere after visiting the Sarovar,
delved into its mythological significance
and learnt that it is considered one of the
five sacred lakes (Panch-Sarovar) in
Hinduism. The others are listed below.

Pushkar Sarovar - (Rajasthan)- located
in the holy town of Pushkar, this lake is
associated with Lord Brahma.

Bindu Sarovar- (Gujarat)- It is situated in
Siddhpur and it is the place where sage -
Kardhama, son of creator god Brahma did severe penance for 10,000 d|V|ne
years and eventually had darsan of Lord Vishnu.

Pampa Sarovar - (Karnataka)- It is located near Hampi. It is regarded as the
place where Pampa, a form of Shiva’s consort Parvati performed penance to
show her devotion to Shiva.

Manas Sarovar - (Tibet) — It is located at the foot of Mount Kailash. It is
believed to cleanse sins and grant spiritual liberation. This lake is one of the
highest in the world, sitting at an altitude of about 15,060 feet.

On the edge of Gujarat’s arid Kutch district, where the salt flats stretch like
bleached bones under the sun, lies a lake known more to faith than to fame —
Narayan Sarobor.
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Narayan Sarovar is believed to have been created by Lord Vishnu himself,
according to local legends. It is named after the presiding deity, Narayan, a
form of Lord Vishnu.

Mythological Origins of Narayan Sarovar

Its origins are often tied to the divine presence of |
Lord Vishnu, the preserver and protector of the
universe. The lake’s name, Narayan Sarovar,
literally translates to “The Lake of Narayan” |
referring to Lord Vishnu, who is often depicted as
reclining on the cosmic ocean.

The legend goes that long ago, during the age of | .
Dvapara Yuga (the second age in Hindu [ &
cosmology), there was a great war between the [«
gods (Devas) and demons (Asuras). During this .
time, the Devas sought the aid of Lord Vishnu to
protect them from the Asuras. Vishnu, in his infinite wisdom, created the lake
as a place of divine sanctity, a center of spiritual energy, and a repository of
cosmic waters that could purify the world.

It is said that the waters of Narayan Sarovar are filled with the blessing of Lord
Vishnu. These waters are considered purifying, capable of cleansing sins and
offering spiritual salvation to those who take a dip. Pilgrims believe that by
bathing in the lake’s sacred waters, they can absolve themselves of their wrong
doings and secure blessings for prosperity, peace, and protection. It is believed
that great sages and rishis performed
meditation and penance along the shores
of the lake, seeking the grace of the gods.
Some also say that the lake is connected
to the Tirtha (holy places of pilgrimage) in
Hindu belief, which are places that
facilitate the spiritual journey of devotees
.. . and lead them toward liberation or
= moksha.

Religious Importance of Narayan
Sarovar

Its religious significance transcends
simple worship and is deeply tied to the
cycle of life, death and rebirth —key tenets of Hindu philosophy.
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The lake is situated near temples that are dedicated to Lord Vishnu, making it
essential part of the religious landscape. Pilgrims travel to Narayan Sarovar to
perform rituals, take holy dips and offer prayers to the deity in hopes of
receiving divine protection and blessings. The lake is often considered a shakti
peeth — a site where the divine energy is believed to be especially potent. The
act of bathing in its waters is viewed as a form of purification — washing away
accumulated karma and achieving spiritual renewal. During festivals such as
Kartika Purnima, the lake draws thousands of worshippers who come to
witness its sacred rituals and to offer prayers for the well- being of their families.

As with the holy rivers Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati, Narayan Sarovar is
thought to connect the material world with the heavens, offering a bridge for
souls seeking divine intervention or guidance.

Concluding Reflection: The Eternal Spirit Of Narayan Sarovar

Narayan Sarovar is not just a religious site — It is a symbol of continuity of the
eternal dance between the divine and the mortal, the sacred and the profane.
Its mythological origins linked to the god Vishnu, speak to the idea of
preservation, balance and the ongoing cycle of creation.

The purity and sanctity associated with Narayan Sarovar transcend its
geographical location. The lake becomes, in a way, a mirror of the soul. Just
as the waters of the lake are thought to be cleanse and renew, so too does the
act of pilgrimage and ritual offer the possibility of spiritual renewal for the
devotee. The lake serves as a powerful metaphor for the journey of life — one
where each dip, each prayer, each act of devotion is a step towards

enlightenment and liberation.

In the end, the myth of Narayan Sarovar is not just one of divine creation but a
call to remember to renew and to reflect. The lake does not just cleanse the
body — it nurtures the soul, a living testament to the eternal ever- flowing nature
of spirituality.
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In Search of Rumi and Whirling Dervishes
Dr Tapati Mukherjee

“Your task is not to seek for love but merely to seek and find all the barriers
within yourself that you have built against it”

These were the first words of Rumi that stirred me to the depth of my core, and
| began my journey as a young woman to get to know him through his poetry.

Konya, a town in Anatolian region of Turkey,
has been a Sufi pilgrimage site for nearly 750
years for both Muslims and non-Muslims.
Regarded by many as the world’'s greatest
mystic Sufi poet, philosopher and Islamic
theologian, Jalaluddin Rumi (also known as
Mevlana) lived here in the 13" century. He was
{| a Persian who built up a large following in the
— - I cosmopolitan Konya and in central Asia
incorporating Sufis, Muslim Literalists and theologians, Christians, Jews and
Sunni Sejluk rulers. After his death his followers set up the Mevlevi Order,
which is a living tradition based on the teachings of Rumi.

The Mevlevis are also known as the
“‘whirling Dervishes” due to their
famous practice of whirling as a form
of remembrance of God (dhikir) to
purify the heart. “Dervish” is a
common term for an initiate of the Sufi
path and “Sema” is the actual whirling
ceremony.

Sema is traditionally practiced in a
Semahane or ritual hall according to
prescribed symbolic ritual.
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His deeply spiritual poetry and songs of love,
yearning, separation and loss had universal
appeal then and are still popular now. His
love poems are renowned for their
passionate expression of divine love, often
blending human and spiritual yearning. They
explore themes of longing, surrender, and the
transformative power of love, frequently
using metaphors of intoxication, union and
dissolution of self. Written in Persian, his most acclaimed work is “Masnavi’.
Rumi’s poetry forms the basis of much classical Iranian and Afghan songs.

We visited Konya in 2013. | had been familiar with Rumi’s poetry for sometime
by then and found these thought provoking, deeply moving and quite uplifting.
In Konya we visited the Mevlana Museum complex. It's beautiful, fluted dome
with turquoise tiles was visible from a distance. Inside were the tombs of Rumi
(Mevlana), his spiritual mentor Shabs-i-Tabriz and his son Sultan Waled. The
Museum exhibited some personal possessions of the Mevlana and his son,
ceremonial robes and a range of stringed musical instruments that were played
during Sema. The complex had living quarters for the practising Mevlevis.

In the evening, we were allowed to watch a Sema ceremony in a very old large
caravanserai, close to Konya. We watched in silent awe as the Dervishes
whirled round in the semi dark inner chamber, slowly at first and then faster
and faster looking like ethereal figures, with the
soft sounds of the Dilruba and a muffled voice
singing from Sufi texts. It was a spiritual
sojourn for all of us.

“We are as the flute, and the music in us is from thee;

We are as the mountain and the echo in us is from
thee.

We all are lions, but lions on a banner; because of the
wind they are rushing onward from moment to moment. Their onward rush is visible, and
the wind is unseen: May that which is unseen not fail from us. (Masnavi Book 1, 5699-607)”
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Persevere
Dr Sujoy Khan

IF YOU GET TIRED,
LEARN TO REST,
NOT 1O QUIT,
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Conceptualised by Snigdha Banerjee
Painted by Neepa Bandyopadhyay
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A Brush with Joy: My Taiwan

Memory in Oil on Canvas

This painting, set against the grand backdrop of the iconic
Grand Hotel Taipei, portrays a moment shared with my
husband as we celebrated love, laughter, and a dear friend’s
wedding. We may have lost most of the photos from our
trip—my phone gave up on me before they could be backed
up. But | hope that every time we look at this painting, the joy
and laughter we shared will come rushing back, as vivid as
ever, and stay with us always.

Ishita Chatterjee
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The Art of Colour and Culture: My Rangoli Sand in the
Millenium Gallery - Colour Exhibition

Creating a piece of art that blends tradition, culture,
and personal joy has always been close to my heart.
This year in Sheffield, | had the wonderful
opportunity to share a vibrant piece of my heritage
through a Rangoli sand art installation in the
| Millenium Gallery. This installation was part of the
Colour Exhibition, which ran from 19t July to 14 of
September 2025. As someone deeply inspired by the
traditions of India, this was my way of welcoming the
community into a colourful celebration of identity and
creativity.

Honouring Ancient Traditions in a Modern Space

Rangoli is a centuries-old Indian art form, typically
created on the ground with coloured powders, rice
flour, flower petals, or sand. Growing up, | would
often see these intricate designs made during Diwali,
| Pongal, and other festivals. They weren’t just
decorative—they were symbols of a warm welcome,
prosperity, joy, the feeling of coming together &
harmony.

In Sheffield, | brought this tradition
to life using coloured sand. The
vibrant geometric shapes, floral
motifs, and small wax lamps (diyas)
were all arranged with intention and
love. This installation was more than
just an artwork—it was a cultural
conversation.

As an artist living in Sheffield but
carrying the heart of India within me,
this Rangoli was a blend between a
deep personal expression and the
theme of the exhibition, of course,
‘Colour’. | wanted to reflect the
transient beauty of life—the way
patterns come alive and fade, just
like memories. The use of sand
particularly speaks to this sense of
impermanence. As | did not picture
any design leading up to the day |

was doing the installation, it gave me the creative freedom to adapt to the essence of the
exhibition, once | was onsite. | could incorporate a cohesiveness between the other
exhibits being installed, the logo of this Exhibition and just feel the ambience and create a
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design on the flow, that would look very
natural and cohesive, for anyone who
visited the Exhibition as they traversed
through the exhibits.

The plaque next to my work shared that
'patterns often include geometric shapes,
lotus flowers, or peacocks—symbols
passed through generations." That’s
exactly what | hoped to convey: tradition
carried forward, reshaped with each
generation, yet maintaining its vibrance
& being meaningful.

Watching visitors walk around the
Rangoli, many stopping to admire or ask
questions, filled me with immense joy.
The installation wasn’t behind glass—it
was right at their feet, open and inviting,
just like the Rangoli | remember from my
childhood. It was a reminder of how art
can connect and bring people together,
regardless of background.

This experience wasn’t just about
showcasing my work. It was about
sharing a moment of cultural exchange,
celebrating creativity, and embracing the
beauty that comes from diversity.

With love and colour,

Ishita

84

o - - o o



(TG I 6 b P

T8 F;A AIAS

EF M AT I, FERTOT TN AT IF FILAN (MR K07 77 iy
SHHLE! AP (G FICE “SA [ FHeT 7S, T T AT [ [ee
2CETE (B HACS 2R SHALE G (GGl FAE AP HACS “ACRA? S
(G| S ST q9ICE BT MR SN I+ 50T et (12 Aewst e
(REABICS| (& % (RIG 9B (N SN2 2SI, AN AMBro3 AT ¢
AR Wi HIGIER S SR (RIG (@@ (A3 B M 301 SRifE a6 7@
TIPS ]2 (ETRRTET PO PR WIS S T SATTIT SISl G2 83 ATCI(03
W 8 | AT (T SIS T[T S Cofd 26R, (S Z05 G0 SIS oTe
@Bl (TR PRifa o, T 2T AR, 0P A1 AR AR 26 SiGI|
T (i TifewT SRt Qi | (i F1s COTCE Aot sisireret 2wl faeege) STt
3 ©13 8 (I {7 St s AR Sfeife R IR e @ (=2 et
SR T 2T GBI {eT PG AFAST P IS R09S AT (FIZCET N CATT AT
TGS 2(J) | ABICET INCIPHIT ARPFIN GBOT (97 (JCH (TR SN QTS| AR
FE AFEP AR M NI GFHoH{ ST IS (TSR 2R AL
FIPAT (BT YL 8% (T S ST | TR CeT 201 | SR <611 (FTIeIe] I
(A SIS SN 5] 20| ATTST TieeT (et i3 992 FIMGSEE T ;302
T TSR @7 FAACHAN (SN 27| Afweu] TS IZF TP GRS R
S7ifes B ST B1e] 21 CPR FRABT 2 Ao ST SIo3 /11 S5 AN o1
(93 ToIh Raaes e e 2cafe)|

85

PTG 5893



A Short Journey Through Calabria
Dr Ricky Ghosh Dastidar

Calabria is one of the lesser-known regions of Italy and forms the “toe” part of
the southern peninsula.

Its name was given by the Ancient Greeks, who settled in this land starting
around 8th century BC. They established the first cities mainly on the coast
as Greek colonies. During this period, Calabria was the heart of Magna
Graecia.

The land is bordered to the north by the region of Basilicata and boasts a
spectacular coastline as the Tyrrhenian Sea lies to its west and the lonian Sea
to its east.

In addition to its stunning beaches, Calabria is full of history and there are
numerous churches, monasteries, castles and palaces to be discovered there.

Reggio Calabria

A good starting point for your Calabrian adventure is Reggio Calabria; the most
populous and largest of Calabria’s cities.

It is separated from the Island of Sicily by the Strait of Messina and has a
modern city-centre, set up after a devastating earthquake in 1901 which
destroyed most of it. One of the most important visitor attractions here is the
National Archaeological Museum of Magna Graecia, dedicated to Ancient
Greece.

The museum houses the world-famous Bronzes of Riace, which depict two life-
sized Greek warrior heroes dating back to the 5th century BC.

These extremely rare Greek sculptures were recovered in the sea near Riace
in 1972 and are now considered a symbol of Reggio Calabria.

Tropea

Tropea is one of Calabria’s most picturesque towns and often regarded as the
Jewel of the Tyrrhenian.

Its marvellous Coastliner, sea-cliffs and resorts make it an attractive destination
for tourists and the view of the crystal-clear waters from the top of the Santa
Maria dell ‘Isola Church (formerly a Benedictine monastery) is truly remarkable.
When it comes to dining in Tropea, make sure you try Il Normanno; a rustic
restaurant offering exquisite food and an unrivalled view of the harbour.
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Pizzo

Another sea-side attraction worth visiting is the small medieval city of Pizzo.
The urban centre of this charming city offers interesting high-class residences
and many ancient churches, including the Little Church of Piedigrotta.

Pizzo has a historic castle which was built during the 15th century and is most
famous for being the site where Gioacchino Murat (Napoleon’s brother-in-law)
was imprisoned and executed.

Pizzo is also home to the world-famous dessert; tartufo di Pizzo. This is an
artisan ice-cream consisting of hazelnuts and chocolate dusted with cocoa.

Cuisine
Italy is a land often synonymous with its cuisine and Calabria brings more than
its fair share to the table when it comes to local delicacies.

The first of these is the red onion of Tropea. Said to have been imported by the
Pheonicians over 2000 years ago, this particular onion has a distinctively sweet
flavor and is even used as an ingredient for the local ice-cream.

Calabrians believe the red onion to possess outstanding medicinal benefits and
these include diuretic, laxative, antibiotic and aphrodisiac properties.

The red onion of Tropea has a violet tunic and a large bulb and perhaps not
surprisingly, is one of the vegetables most often used in the Calabrian kitchen.

Nduja is also a favourite of the region. This spicy sausage dish contains a
mixture of pork meat, bacon fat and hot pepper and is commonly spread on
bread. These days it is widely found as a pizza topping and available in most
ltalian restaurants and supermarkets.

Another staple of Calabrian cuisine is the red chilli pepper, known locally as
pepperoncino. Originally favoured in poorer communities due to its low cost
and ease of cultivation, the red chilli pepper has slowly become a staple for all
Calabrians, as more of it is consumed in this region than in any other part of
Italy. As with the Tropea onion, the red chilli pepper is so well-loved, they even
use it as an ingredient in several dessert recipes.

A place to stay
One of the hotels that comes highly recommended is the Altafiumara Resort.

Located just 11 km from Reggio Calabria and covering over 10 hectares of rich,
green parkland, the hotel offers a wide range of amenities as well as a stunning
view across the Strait of Messina to the island of Sicily.
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Devi Chandi’s Journey: Puranic Grandeur & Local Lore

Diya Mukherjee

Durga Puja, a vibrant tapestry of devotion, festivity, and cultural heritage,
stands as a grand homage to the divine feminine. At the heart of this
celebration, beyond the familiar visage of Durga Mahishasuramardini, lies the
formidable and multifaceted deity known as Chandi. She is the epitome of
Shakti, the primordial cosmic energy, yet her presence transcends simple
categorization. To truly understand Chandi's profound significance, one must
delve into the dual streams of narrative that shaped her emergence: the grand,
theological pronouncements of mainstream Puranic texts and the earthy,
intimate echoes of subaltern, folk traditions. Her ascent to supreme status is
not a singular event but a complex, centuries-long process of assimilation,
transformation, and enduring popular devotion.

The mainstream narrative of Chandi is predominantly cemented by the Devi
Mahatmya, a revered text embedded within the Markandeya Purana, dating
roughly to the 5th-6th century CE. This foundational scripture elevates Chandi
to the status of Para Shakti, the ultimate reality, transcending even the revered
Hindu Trimurti of Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva. In this magnificent account, when
the gods are rendered powerless by the demon Mahishasura, and later by the
formidable Shumbha and Nishumbha, it is from their accumulated wrath and
collective effulgence that Chandi manifests. As the Devi Mahatmya states in
Chapter 2, describing her cosmic origin (verses 11-13):

Sanskrit: oI UG °UR T df AR |
AL e STaaiebTariafa g i

dal YA dor! qgaqY |
g el dot: gen{d HeTH|

g7 g gdaisRra gfe Yt Yagaol|

English Translation:

"Seeing that terrible mass of light, all the gods [were amazed]. The trident of
the trident-bearer [Shiva] became like fire and the destructive fire. Then, the
excellent essence of the light of all the gods arose; that mass of light then
manifested, exceedingly radiant, appearing like a mountain of fire."
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This unified cosmic power, Chandi, embodies Mahakali, Mahalakshmi, and
Mahasaraswati — the aspects of destruction, preservation, and knowledge — to
restore cosmic order.

The Devi Mahatmya portrays Chandi as the quintessential warrior goddess,
her roar shaking the heavens, her weapons blazing with divine might. Her
battles are not merely physical skirmishes but cosmic encounters against the
forces of chaos and ignorance. She annihilates Mahishasura, the buffalo-
demon, symbolizing the triumph over ego and brute materialism.
Subsequently, she vanquishes Shumbha and Nishumbha, representing the
annihilation of pride and delusion. The text's elaborate descriptions of her
ferocity, her dazzling beauty, and her unwavering resolve captivated the
imagination of devotees, firmly establishing her as the supreme protector and
grantor of liberation. Theologically, the Devi Mahatmya orchestrated a brilliant
act of Sanskritization, consolidating numerous existing goddess cults and
local deities under the overarching umbrella of Chandi, thereby integrating
diverse worship traditions into a coherent, pan-Indian Puranic framework. This
theological scaffolding provided a universal language for understanding the
divine feminine as the ultimate, all-encompassing power.

However, the story of Chandi's emergence is incomplete without
acknowledging the vital role played by subaltern narratives. Long before the
Devi Mahatmya codified her supremacy, various regions and communities
across the Indian subcontinent worshipped powerful indigenous goddesses.
These were often Grama-Devatas (village deities), tribal goddesses, or deities
associated with specific natural phenomena, agricultural cycles, fertility,
disease prevention, or protection from localized dangers. Their worship was
rooted in direct experience, often involving simpler rituals, oral traditions, and
an intimate connection to the immediate needs and fears of the common
people.

Consider, for instance, the tradition of Mangal-Chandi in Bengal. While
sharing the name "Chandi," her specific myths and rituals often stem from folk
traditions, distinct from the cosmic battles of the Devi Mahatmaya. The Chandi
Mangal Kavya by Mukundaram Chakrabarti (16th century) is a prime
example of such a regional narrative. This epic Bengali poem recounts the
goddess Chandi's efforts to establish her worship among humans, often
employing both harsh punishments and generous boons. One of its central
plots involves the merchant Dhanapati and his son Srimanta, who face perilous
sea voyages and unjust accusations. Chandi tests their devotion, but
ultimately, through her intervention, they are saved from dangers like a
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mythical monster in the ocean (the "Kamale Kamini" episode where the
merchant sees a beautiful woman playing with an elephant in a lotus pond, a
test of his virtue) and false imprisonment. Her motivations are not cosmic order
but the establishment of her cult and the salvation of her devotees in their
worldly struggles. This contrasts sharply with the Devi Mahatmya's narrative of
universal salvation through demon slaying.

Similarly, in Odisha, various Thakurani or Gramadevi forms, such as Mangala
(a form of Chandi) in Kakatpur, have their own localized origin stories and
miraculous interventions, which predate or exist alongside their Puranic
identification. The local legends around Kakatpur Mangala, for example,
narrate her miraculous emergence from the Prachi River or her direct
intervention in the lives of local fishermen, guiding them to safety during storms
or helping them find lost nets. One popular tale describes how she revealed
the location of the sacred daru (neem wood) for the carving of the Jagannath
idols, a deeply significant event for Odia spiritual life. These stories are not
found in ancient Sanskrit Puranas but are vibrant parts of local oral tradition,
folk songs, and Osa Kothi (vow stories) specific to that region, highlighting her
role as a tangible, accessible protector.

The genius of Chandi's emergence lies in the dynamic interplay between these
two streams. It was not merely a top-down process of Sanskritization, where
Puranic deities subsumed local ones. Instead, there was mutual influence
and assimilation. The mainstream Puranic tradition provided a grand
narrative, a theological depth, and a pan-Indian appeal that elevated local
goddess worship. In return, the vibrant, diverse, and deeply rooted folk
traditions injected a vitality, immediacy, and localized flavor into the broader
Chandi cult. This two-way street ensured Chandi's widespread resonance; she
became a goddess accessible to everyone, from the sophisticated scholar
meditating on the Devi Mahatmya to the rural farmer seeking protection for their
crops. This process is evident in the varied iconography of Chandi herself,
where regional variations often reflect the local goddesses with whom she
became identified.This synthesis is vividly manifest in Durga Puja itself. The
solemn recitation of the Chandi Path (the Devi Mahatmya) is an indispensable
part of the Puja rituals, affirming Chandi's Puranic supremacy and cosmic
power. As mantras from the Devi Mahatmya are chanted, invoking her cosmic
forms, the devotees also engage in localized rituals, specific offerings, and
community-based celebrations that carry the echoes of older, folk practices.
The very act of carving and decorating the pratima (idol), the specific local
traditions observed in different pandals (temporary shrines) across Bengal,
Odisha, and other regions, the folk songs sung, and the community-specific
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offerings all reflect the enduring influence of those older, subaltern goddess
cults that have merged seamlessly with the grand narrative. Her fierce, demon-
slaying aspect, so central to the Puja, resonates equally with the cosmic battle
against evil in the Puranas and the immediate, practical need for protection
from adversity in everyday life.

In conclusion, the emergence of Chandi as a Devi is a compelling testament to
the inclusive and adaptive nature of Hinduism. She is a goddess shaped not
by a single dogma but by a confluence of lofty theological vision and grassroots
devotion. Her evolution demonstrates how a divine figure can simultaneously
represent the abstract ultimate reality and the tangible, protective presence in
localized traditions. As we celebrate Durga Puja, we honour not just the
victorious slayer of demons, but a complex, ever-evolving goddess whose
many faces reflect the rich tapestry of Indian spiritual and cultural history — a
Shakti who is both cosmic and intimately human, residing as much in the
verses of ancient scriptures as in the vibrant heart of every village.
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TRIPLE POINT OF WATER
Dr Monotosh Bhadra

We all know that water has different boiling point in relation to the atmospheric
pressure. On an average of 1 atmospheric pressure water will boil at 100
degrees Celsius. Now if we take water in a kettle and boil it on the top of a
20,000 feet high mountain, water will boil at a relatively lower temperature
because the atmospheric pressure will be lower at the top of that mountain.

If we take the example of a pressure cooker the water will boil at a higher
temperature within the sealed environment of the pressure cooker because the
pressure within would be three or four times that of external atmospheric
pressure. As a result, the water will boil at a higher temperature and the food
will be cooked very rapidly. The net result, the cooking becomes economical in
terms of time and money. This is of course basic physics.

Now let us take it a bit further. Supposing we keep reducing the atmospheric
pressure in an experimental condition the water will start to boil at a lower and
lower temperature. As a result, there will be a situation where the water will
exist in three phases at the same time. That would be ice, vapour and water at
the same time. If we take a bowl! of water and keep reducing the atmospheric
pressure to a level of 0.006 ATM the water will turn into vapour, ice and at the
same time water will coexist in the bowel. The temperature at this phase will
be 0.01 degree Celsius. This is called the Triple Point of Water.

Scientists use this Triple Point (which is CONSTANT) for calibrating fine
thermal gauge particularly Kelvin Scale.
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A day to Remember — The Picnic Story
Dr Chandan & Dr Sheela Biswas

Introduction:

We are a group of Indian Diasporas settled in Yorkshire. In 2023 one of the
lady doctors in our group Dr Sangeeta Sen, came up with a brilliant idea — to
organise a summer picnic in South Yorkshire as many of us live in and
around the area.

When we asked her what inspired the idea, she fondly recalled the “Choruivati”
from her childhood — simple, joyful outings with friends and family. She said
she missed those carefree moments and wanted our children to experience
something similar. Inspired by her nostalgic memory, we decided to bring that
spirit alive again with a community picnic — a day to reconnect with our roots,
share laughter and relive the joy of togetherness. Thanks to her inspiring
leadership, we are pleased to say it has now running successfully for the third
consecutive year.

We often hear the saying “Behind every successful man there is a woman” but
in our case, we witnessed the reverse at all three picnics. It was the supportive
husbands and partners proudly standing behind the incredible woman who
organised these delightful events.

First choruivati: In 2023, our first picnic took place at Rother Valley Country
Park, with 95 attendees. Under a sky gently filtered by clouds, families arrived
with homemade breakfasts, folding chairs and excited children carrying
footballs and cricket bats. Laughter and warm greetings filled the air as colorful
rugs laid beneath the tall trees and containers open to reveal boiled eggs,
samosas, cakes and fresh fruits.

Seniors relaxed under a Gazebo, enjoying tea and breakfasts, light drizzle
came and went. The aroma of masala chai from a thermos brought a nostalgic
touch of home. Lunch was a joyful shared effort between seniors and juniors,
cooked together on gas stoves.

As the sun set, we gathered at the damp grass to announce raffle winners, with
Bollywood songs playing in the background, adding to the homely atmosphere.
It was more than a picnic — it was a bridge between generations, a celebration
of shared roots and a day of memories we’ll cherish.
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Second Choruivati:

It took place in 2024 at the same beautiful venue
as the first one. This year, 55 attendees gathered
to celebrate the event with the same passion and
enthusiasm.

Unfortunately, we were unable to attend with our
family due to unforeseen circumstances. However,
based on the stories and photos shared by friends,
we can still appreciate the spirit and joy of the
gathering. The weather was perfect throughout the
day — bright, sunny and ideal for an outdoor get
together. Families arrived with cheerful smiles,
breakfast basket and folding chairs in hand, ready
to reconnect and make memories. The morning
began with a delightful breakfast that included
muri-makah, allure-chop, boiled eggs and the ever-
popular patisapta pithey — a nostalgic treat that
brought back memories of home. As the day
unfolded, the seniors relaxed comfortably in their
chairs while many
others  joined  the
juniors in  preparing
lunch on portable gas
stoves. The air was
filed with aroma of

home- style cooking, laughter and conversation,
creating a warm and welcoming atmosphere.After
lunch a special sports programme was organised,
offering fun and excitement for all ages. Some of
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the highlight games included the egg and spoon race, threading the needle,
and hit the target challenge.

These light-hearted
competitions brought back fond memories of our childhood games and
added an extra layer of joy to the day.

The event concluded with a relaxed and friendly tea party, giving everyone one
last chance to chat, laugh and reflect on the wonderful day spent together.
Although we could not there in person, the photos and stories shared captured
the heart of the event beautifully — smiling faces, vibrant moments, and a true
sénse of community. The second choruivati was not just a picnic but a
celebration of togetherness, tradition and shared joy.




Third Choruivati: “A MESMERISING PICNIC”- ILLISH UTSAB BY THE
LAKE AT WORSBOROUGH PARK (FIRST IN YORKSHIRE 2025).

The day began with a delicious serving |
of “Jhal Muri” and tea for 76 attendees
setting the perfect tone for what was to
come. This was followed by a
picturesque photo session around the |
serene lake capturing smiles and
memories.

A thrilling T20 cricket match between
the seniors and juniors added a burst
of energy and laughter to the morning,
enjoyed by all generations alike.

Lunch was a true feast, showcasing the star of the event: “the iconic lllish fish”.

The menu included fried lllish caviar, steamed rice, dal, vegetable curry,
chutney, misti doi, an assortment of sweets and pan.
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In the blazing summer heat, everyone relished not only the exquisite flavours
but also the joyful ambience filled with laughter, games and camaraderie.

Among all the dishes Sheela and | particularly loved the “Bhapa lllish”- a
standout creation by the talented cook, Asit to whom we extend our heartfelt
appreciation. A special note of congratulations goes to Sangeeta Sen, the
visionary behind this picnic and to her dedicated team, who ensured the day
unfolded smoothly and memorably. We eagerly look forward to next year’s
gathering.

Long live the South Yorkshire picnic team.

Closing Note:
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| community, culture and connection. We shared delicious
food, played games, and strengthened the bonds that tie us
together as an Indian Diaspora.

To those who couldn’t make it — you truly missed a day full of
warmth, “adda” and unforgettable memories. We hope you’ll
join next year and be a part of this joyful tradition. Until then,
stay connected and keeps the spirit alive!
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Licence to Drive in UK
Sharmistha Bal

For those who don’t know me, | would like to start by introducing myself, it will
be at the cost of sounding vain, but this introduction and play of words is an
important theme for this story. | am Mishtii, who sometimes makes mishti-akes.
What they (here they are my friends and family) call mistakes, | call my learning
curve. As human beings, we learn all the time, hence | am justified in saying
that | am still learning to drive in spite of driving for eight years. My journey from
learning-to-drive till licensed-to-drive is an interesting and fun-filled journey,
along with my tiny car. My car does not have a number, it has a name. Eight
years on, | still have my 05 reg Nissan Micra. It has a name because it's owner
is an emotional person, who can buy a new car, but has decided to keep the
old one till 55Guys is ready to retire. After all, 55Guys is the vehicle who
launched its crazy owner’s unhinged driving sKills in front of this world.

When | was a child, my favourite film was “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang”, with its
flying car. | was super confident in those days; the minute | have the steering
in my hands, | will learn to drive and rock the streets with a lady-Shehenshah
kind of attitude, and ‘Andheri Raaton Mein’ kind of dialogue. My confidence
was reinforced radically after watching the film “License to Drive”, where a
teenager with no license drives, and does a good job. If a 16-year-old can, so
can |. Being an Army brat, my dreams had also been geared towards driving
jeeps and jongas across treacherous hilly terrains. Let me give a disclaimer-
my dreams always portrayed me braver than | was in reality. And then came
the reality check. | turned 17 in New Delhi, and my dad whom | call Babin,
booked my driving lessons. | am sure Ma kept some kind of fast and broke a
Nariyal (coconut) the day | went with my first driving instructor. This gentleman
was an ardent gutka lover who decided to make me stop the car a few times
to spit (those were the times). First day became the last day for this instructor.
(As you must have assumed by now, Babin was in the back of the car). Then
came another instructor, a non-gutka-spitter this time, with the right kind of
attitude as an instructor, he taught me how to drive and impressed my dad so
much that Babin actually did not indulge in any back seat driving. Finally, after
six months | felt | could drive, and you will not believe, | felt | could sing | am
on the Top of the World Looking down on Creation at the top of my voice, | was
so jubilated. | imagined driving to the grand shops of South-Ex in my Maruti
800 and impress people with my parking skills. My dreams got deflated like a
flat tyre when Babin said that | am not driving alone for at least 3 to 4 years.
Reason being we were in Delhi, it was not safe, anything could happen. So,
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nothing happened with my driving. | got driven away by exam stress and did
not touch the steering wheel till | got married.

People say, once you learn driving or swimming, you cannot forget the skill. |
can’t swim so will refrain from commenting, but driving can be unlearnt easily,
trust me, | did. | present myself, to you the reader, as a prime example of a
person who managed to forget which one was the first gear after 5 years of
learning to drive. Anyways, an extremely patient and well-paid driver at my in-
laws, refurbished my driving skills enough to get me an Indian license to drive.
As soon as | got my license, | came to UK. And then the chapter unfolds......

Obviously, | will not drive. | feared that if | ask Gautam for his car keys, he might
divorce me. Sometimes | gathered some amount of courage, then decided no,
will not do so. | could have imagined Gautam looking so shocked as if | am
asking for his kidney, and not his car key. | decided | will use public transport;
it is better for the environment (as you can make out by now, | still had not
mustered courage to drive in a new place). We soon bought a house which
was next to a tram station, so | didn’t have to drive for first few years, and then
the kids came. | used them as an excuse to avoid driving. However, as they
grew and their activities started, | realised that now | have no choice, | have
been thrown in the deep end, | have to swim now (wrong metaphor for me as |
still can’t swim). After two and half years of drudging lessons and after 4
attempts, | passed my driving test. Now the world will become my oyster, and
55 Guys will launch me on the streets of Sheffield. Babin bit all his nails the
day | drove alone for the first time, Ma’s blood pressure soars high. | started
driving for the first time alone from home to work and got honked at before |
could reach the first crossing as | was driving way below speed limit. Then
came the return journey, | stressed all day. Usually, return journey roads which
take us home are pleasant, they remind me of John Denver’s “Country Road
Take me Home” song; but no; not this time, not that day, that day | was
distraught and nervous. To add fuel to fire, an ambulance decided to
complicate my unskilled driving skills further by starting their flashing lights and
sirens. | pulled the car onto the curb, for those who know Sheffield, it was the
curb of Glossop Road, only my car was full on the curb, rest of the cars had
just shifted a bit from their positions. | will not go into the details of the
embarrassment when | reversed into the main road from the curb and shied
away from the passing drivers with smirky faces.

Next day | proclaimed that | will not drive to work as it was raining, even my
kids started laughing, | felt ashamed, and the questions in my mind were, why
do people have to drive, why can’t cars drive themselves? Soon, | started
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exploring every nook and corner of Sheffield with 55 Guys. Driving is like
Marmite, either you love it, or you hate it. | love driving: | hate parking. | stress
myself out when | park. Once | parked in front of a house, then went to get a
few things from shops. Once back, car door did not open. | panicked, called
husband to come immediately and change batteries of the car keys. He told
me to wait where | was and share location. As | waited, | saw a car seat in my
car (or the other car as you would soon realise). My kids were 16, what was
the car seat doing in MY CAR? and then | realised how common is blue Nissan
Micra, 55Guys was just ahead of the car. | had been torturing by pulling at all
its handles; good thing no one reported me for carjacking.

Eight years on, | still drive: | still struggle with parking. Parallel parking is my
worst nightmare. Just a week before, | struggled to parallel park my car in front
of my house, and had to zoom out a few times, thereby creating a queue of
patient drivers impatiently sticking out their heads to see who this novice
‘Parker’ is. | parked and entered my house straight away, with a tunnel vision,
too scared of looking any other way in case someone recognises me as the
worst parker of this world. Next day morning came, and in the mad rush of
completing around 999 chores before going to work, my mind played tricks on
me. | stepped out and saw “L” signs on 55Guys. For a split second, | thought |
will sit on the curb and cry; my neighbours must have seen my bad parallel
park the day before and put “L” signs on 55Guys. What should | do? Should |
start taking lessons for parking? My contemplation turned into realisation, that
it was not me, the “L” signs were for my son, whom his dad had taken to
practice driving in 55Guys the day before. | do not have words to express how
relieved | was. Hence, 55Guys is now officially the next generation car for our
family.

| have many stories of my mishti-akes on 55Guys but will save a few back for
future. So next time you need a lift to Meadowhall, please think of Mishtii and
her 55Guys, who has been serviced recently to be at your service. | drive fine,
am improving day-by-day, but perfection is still far away.
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The Boy at the Photo Gallery
Arunangshu Banerjee

The boy stood at the threshold —
not quite in, not quite out.

A spark of curiosity rose in his eyes,
drawn by colours, people and light.

What’s going on inside?
Is it for people like me?
Will | be allowed to enter?

He didn’t read the banner.
He read the faces.

Would they smile If he stepped in?
Or would someone frown,

and ask him to leave,

ask him “what he’s doing there?”

He didn’t want trouble.

He just wanted to know —
What a photo feels like

outside of a smartphone screen.

What does it mean, to be part of
something,

without a ticket or a name?

So, he stood still.

Backpack on. Feet pointed in.
But heart hesitating at the gate.

SEAI® IS

CRCeTh MG feet (riseelier —
TR (SO(F I, AT A3 W)
(OICY IR (AT (FToR(er [ifer,
ST, M SIS 06 BIC BIT 2108

i ezia

(©OCT 3] 5o57
851 [ 517 Gey?
ST IO P G B 7

(T FIRGT AT

T &Y R TET (qeafRe|

a3 5 Qg 2

1 fF (F© & I5CF IOF — “aLI
(1 GOTCR? R AN

(RQCETDT T SIS BIX ]

O ©Y =S BT, (TRIZER A3,
“« QB BR" (AT (3 ST

S 1 (-2, BRFG T (FC5-8,
(I g wes zeq T

©18 (7 MG AT
folCs 7o it (oo e
5 BT CNHF YIH g nifoeT

106

PTG 5893




Y \DIGITAL DARKROOM

15T PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
{Gaganendra Shilpa Pradarshashala
1/1 AJC Bose Road, Kolkata 700020, Nandan Complex
17 to 20" July, 2025
03190 P t0 850 PM '

pc Sinjini

107

O. O L L L] L L] L] L L



T o U2 .2 .C2 .C2 .2 .C2 .o .Oo .U=

2 T T T

} } ) ) } } ) ) } } )
w3 -oAtE

VAR SMET (0T G RO T QI ST G0 2BCe! 21w [ eer His...

3 QR (OB FICE (IS A et pviei|
g eI, 28I ORI SItie SISy &= e CSIta A1)

MST S RCPCTT BT SRS ST e ez (g 61 e ifis....

(GO [ AT FOT T&s e HA {2 798 A4

Sfrs qefarem J2oat g3 41 s s A1,

U
17

R GO GO e 3l IO FF SR ST FI23 R AT ¥4 &3 3|

T .o .2 .Ca .€s Ca .Ca .Ca .U
s-xf s-xf »KT’ »KT’ s-xf »KT’ s-xf s-xf »KT’
W N8V

< 108

<



My Journey to Herzogenaurach
Samujjwal Basu

The story began when | wanted to
venture into the world of freelance
consultancy. It was a long struggle to
find a suitable job. During the same time
my younger daughter was due to grace
us with her presence in our lives. She
was due to arrive on 30" October. In
addition to that, | got my first freelance
consultancy job in Adidas at their
headquarters in  Herzogenaurach,
Germany. The start date was 12"
November. But like any celebrity she
decided to come later than expected
arrival date. She finally decided to arrive on 4" November.

Immediately | started looking at what is the best mode of transportation to go
to Herzogenaurach, Germany from
Sheffield UK.

The first travel:

With limited time and limited research,
the best option | found was travelling
from Manchester to Nuremburg via
Amsterdam Schiphol airport. So, the
travel date came. At that time, it felt like
the :
S

Iongest travel to work. nIy if | knew what
was in store for the future.

[T

| | lasted in this job for 9 months. After 9
1 months | had to cancel this contract. The
‘| work was great, the time in Germany was
“4| wonderful. But the travel, between Sheffield
and Herzogenaurach was interesting and
difficult. Here | have listed some of the ways
| managed this distance of 764 miles during
these 9 months.
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Total Public transportation:

Take the train from Sheffield to Manchester |
airport on Monday morning. Fly from
Manchester to Munich. Take the underground =

from Munich airport to the Munich Central. Here [
comes the Deutsche Bahn high speed train. [
From Munich Central to Nuremberg. Take the ¥
next train from Nuremberg to Erlangen. Take the
bus from Erlangen Bahnhof to Herzogenaurach

Bahnhof. At last, the local bus from {&s d
Herzogenaurach Bahnhof to the Rontgenstralle. [SEeifsys , /

Lli:il ?
L . v‘
uins

The most fun travel:

Take the flight from Manchester to Munich. Hire [~
a rental car from Munich and then hit the &
Autobahn. As you know there is no speed limit on most part of the Autobahn.
The distance from Munich to Herzogenaurach is around 200km. Driving on
Autobahn with no speed limit. This is where | came to know what ‘pedal to the
metal’ means.

The last few journeys:

Leave home around 21:30
on Sunday evening, take the
bus for the Sheffield
Interchange. From Sheffield
Interchange taking the bus
at 22:30, reaching Coventry
at 00:55. Waiting in the bus
stop until 01:45 for the next
bus to Stansted airport.
Reaching Stanstead at 4am
in the morning. The only
flight from UK to Nuremburg
is at 7:35. Flying to
Nuremburg and taking a taxi to the office. Reaching around 12pm.ish. Making
the whole journey around 11:30 hours.
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It was an exciting and adventurous
time.

Thoroughly enjoyed my time in
Germany. This is the place where |
fell in love with various cocktails.
But what | wanted to get away from
was the long and complicated
travel.
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The Lake, the Lift, and the Law That Sank Beneath Us
Dr Subhajit Basu

I grew up in a sort of traditional joint family in Kolkata, though in our case,
"traditional" meant something closer to organised chaos. Our house on
Mahanirban Road creaked and sighed like an elderly relative, always
grumbling but never quite still. Quiet was a foreign concept - not with six of us
tumbling about: my elder brother, my cousins, and me.

Didi, the eldest and very much the general of our little troop, is my uncle's
daughter; |, the youngest, was undoubtedly the naughtiest of all. There were
cousins darting in and out of rooms like mischievous house-elves, the smell of
frying luchis curling up from the kitchen on Sunday mornings, and an endless
stream of chatter and squabbles echoing up and down the stairwell.

In those days, we thought we'd had enough of each other. Space was a myth,
privacy a luxury. But years have a strange magic of their own - they stretch and
twist and suddenly you find yourself aching for the very voices that once drove
you mad. Now, with oceans between us, we might not meet for months, even
years, yet the ties remain - thin and strong as enchanted thread. So last year,
at my nephew's wedding in England, when | found myself face-to-face with Didi
and Jamaibabu after what felt like an age, we made a pact over gulab jamuns
and champagne: next time, we'd meet in Virginia, USA. This July, that promise
had turned into packed suitcases and the hum of excitement.

Jamaibabu—soft-spoken, razor-sharp - is an economist; Didi, a feminist
sociologist whose work has always fascinated me. Her doctoral research
examined five "other" women from India, each a prism refracting stories of
gender, marginality, and resistance. Evenings in their Virginia home became
salons of sorts, our conversations stretching deep into the night - about shifting
currents in American society, the ripples of policy and power, and inevitably,
the question of bodily autonomy. And somehow, as it often does with Didi, that
path led us - unexpectedly yet inevitably - to "Dirty Dancing".

It was Didi who first mentioned it, casually over a steaming cup of tea at the
kitchen table. Her eyes held that conspiratorial glint as she leaned in: "You
know, you can actually visit Kellerman's." Jamaibabu, catching the remark,
gave a silent nod - an unspoken promise that the idea wouldn't remain idle.
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A few days later, we were climbing the winding roads of Virginia's Blue Ridge

1
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Mountains. The morning was hushed, the air cool, mist tangled in the pines.
Light seeped slowly through the treetops, turning the road ahead into a moving
reel of shadow and gold. It felt like driving toward a memory.

"Mountain Lake Lodge" emerged as though lifted from celluloid. Its stone
facade, worn but steadfast, mirrored the opening shots of "Dirty Dancing",
where the Houseman family arrives, brimming with the optimism of summer.
The air was crisp, tinged with woodsmoke and something else - nostalgia,
perhaps, or the delicate ache of recognising a place you've seen before but
never truly known.

The path to the lake wound down gently. At its end, we stopped short. The
water that had once glistened beneath Patrick Swayze and Jennifer Grey
during the legendary Lift was gone. In its place: a hollow basin, moss-softened
and ringed by wildflowers, deer tracks pressed into the damp earth. It felt at
once intimate and exposed, as though we had stumbled into the quiet
aftermath of an extraordinary moment.

Jamaibabu, catching our gaze over the empty expanse, explained: the lake
had been slowly drained by a hidden fault line deep beneath the mountain, a
quiet geological shift that altered the landscape forever. The last time it was
full, he said, was 2003.
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We moved through the
grounds like archivists in a
living museum. The
weathered gazebo still
stood, stubborn against
the years. The dining hall
hummed with life. The
fence where "Baby" took
her first watermelon still
leaned toward the staff
quarters. Yet for all its L : i
cinematic familiarity, the absence of the lake shlfted everythmg It was a
physical reminder that even cherished landscapes change - and sometimes
vanish.

S

Beneath its romance and dance sequences, Dirty Dancing contained a truth
rarely given space in mainstream cinema: a frank depiction of illegal abortion
in 1963. Penny, a working-class dancer, faces an unwanted pregnancy.
Abortion, then illegal nationwide, forces her into the shadows - into the hands
of an unqualified provider with a "dirty knife and a folding table." She nearly
dies. She is saved only because Baby, breaking every expectation of her,
seeks her father's medical help.

In Baby, we see a rare cinematic heroine who is bright without being punished
for it, principled without being sanctimonious. She challenges entitled men and
her own father, offers care without condescension, and moves through the

114

L] L] L L L] L L] L] L L

I 5803



world unafraid of solitude. The film refuses to apologise for asserting that
women should have the right to choose - whom to love, what to do with their
bodies, and the life they wish to lead.

Eleanor Bergstein, the film's screenwriter, fought to keep this subplot despite
industry pressure to excise it. She understood that reproductive rights were
neither static nor immune from reversal. In the decades after the film's 1987
release, her foresight proved chillingly prescient.

To understand why, one must revisit the legal trajectory. In 1973, Roe v. Wade
recognised abortion as a constitutional right under the Fourteenth
Amendment's (to the US Constitution) due process clause, framing it within a
woman's right to privacy. The Court devised the trimester framework: absolute
autonomy in the first trimester; permissible state regulation in the second; and
more extensive restrictions in the third, when the state's interest in potential life
became compelling.

This clarity fractured in 1992 with Planned Parenthood v. Casey. While
reaffirming Roe's core holding, Casey abandoned the trimester system in
favour of the "undue burden" standard - prohibiting laws that placed substantial
obstacles in a woman's path before viability. This gave states new latitude to
regulate, resulting in a patchwork of restrictions: waiting periods, parental
consent laws, targeted regulations on providers. The constitutional right
remained, but its accessibility eroded unevenly across the country.

Then, in June 2022, came Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization.
The decision overturned Roe and Casey entirely, erasing federal constitutional
protection for abortion. Authority returned to the states, activating pre-existing
"trigger laws" that outlawed or severely restricted abortion in over a dozen
jurisdictions immediately. In others, legal battles erupted over ambiguous or
newly drafted bans.

The consequences were swift and severe. Clinics closed overnight. Women in
restrictive states travelled hundreds of miles for care or faced the prospect of
unsafe alternatives. Marginalised communities - those with fewer financial
resources, those in rural areas, and women of colour - were hit hardest.
Geography, once again, determined not only opportunity but survival.
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Standing at the empty lake, the
symbolism was inescapable.
Like the vanished water, legal
protections that once felt
enduring had quietly drained
away, leaving behind a hollow
void. The famous line from the
film - "Nobody puts Baby in a
corner" - now reads less like a
triumphant romantic flourish
and more like a quiet warning.
Exclusion and control are never
abstract - they are lived realities, etched into bodies, borders, and laws.

The Dobbs ruling was not merely a shift in legal doctrine; it marked a rupture
in the social contract. It redrew the boundaries between individual autonomy
and state authority, revealing how judicial reasoning - so often cloaked in the
language of neutrality - can recast the contours of freedom with devastating
speed. And it underscored a truth too often overlooked: rights, however hard-
won, do not endure by default - they must be defended, again and again, or
they will quietly erode.

We paused before leaving. The lakebed lay still, holding the outline of what had
been. | pressed my hand to the earth, damp and cool, feeling for something -
resilience, perhaps, or defiance. These absences are not merely losses; they
are calls to remember, and to act.

As we descended the
mountain road, the lodge
shrinking in the rearview, |
thought about how stories
endure where laws fail.
The lake was gone. Roe
was gone. Yet "Dirty
Dancing" remained - its
politics, like its music, still
pulsing quietly beneath
AT - - the surface. Stories can
ref|II empty spaces Sometlmes they are the onIy things that keep the waters
- of memory, of rights - alive until they return.
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Canvas Life
Rekha Panja
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Quilts
Rina Mitra

"Landscape of Civil War"
This quilt was made on the 150th Anniversary of USA Civil War. Each square

represents a different US state under war.

The colours of the square were chosen with the Yorkshire landscape in mind
Starting with lush greens at the bottom merging into oranges/ yellows towards

the top of on a beautiful sunny day.
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Through my Lenses
Dr Gautam Bal
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Quilts
Rina Mitra

"Sampler quilt"

Each square shows a different sample block pattern design on this patch work
quilt.
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My memoirs of Durga Puja in Yorkshire
Dr Anil K Mandal

Durga Puja is an integral part in our Bangali Culture. Like many others, who
came in to U.K during sixties, seventies and eighties we missed the family get
together, joy and excitement during this great festive time of October.

In 1981/82, few notable Bangalees from Leeds, Bradford, Sheffield and the
surrounding towns gathered at the Leeds Hindu Temple. The decision was
made to start the Durga Puja in the Leeds Hindu Temple. Sumitra and | were
in that meeting. The first year first was a great success. The overwhelmingly
support came from Bangalee, equally from other Hindu communities living in
Yorkshire and from many students from Leeds University. The Hindu temple
Management was very supportive, never charged for facilities we used. | am
not aware of any donation in lieu of.

Soon after few years, as anticipated, same temple management proposed to
control the donations collected in Durga Puja. First year’s collection was large
amount exceeding our expectation. The Yorkshire Durga Puja Committee
(YPC) would have been allowed to spend whatever needed from that temple
fund. Obviously, this was rejected by YPC. This was the beginning of troubles.
As feared, they took possession of Deities (stored inside Temple premises)
with the help of a couple of our rebel members. This newly formed Puja
Committee started to worship our Deities in the Temple. The YPC was made
to make fresh move out of the temple.

This decision was taken a month before the next Puja. We all tried to find an
acceptable working solution but failed. Legal advice was taken. Solicitor
Rodney Brown of Barnsley was consulted. He tried his best for a compromised
solution out of court with the Temple Management to release The Deities.
Failing to get a solution, legal action was taken. Barrister argued at Leeds
Crown Court for returning the Deities to the rightful original owner the YPC.
The case was related to Hindu Religion, Hindu Deities stored inside Hindu
Temple and Hindu Religious festival. The Court was not agreeable to get
involved in religious issue like this. The case was dismissed. The YPC was out
of the Temple.

Sumitra and myself were remained loyal to the original committee along with
the majority local members of the YPC. At that last moment we had no Deities,
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worshipped Ghat Puja before poster print image of the Goddess Durga in a
community hall. Local members from Leeds were playing a dominating role.

In the meantime, a group of four doctors from Bihar bought a derelict Church
in Chapel town area. The purpose of this move was not clear to me. Was it for
social, religious or business? By that time, stone throw away the Hindu Temple
was very popular institution in Yorkshire. No Bengalee were involved into this
new venture. We worshipped one year in that Church/Temple. Next year there
were some troubles amongst the owners. The police were involved. The
premises was shut down...

We were on the move again. | remembered next year we celebrated in The
Sikh temple “Gurdawar.” on the other side of this Church. This was around
1984-85, soon after Indira Gandhi was assassinated, Tension against Indian
within Sikh community was very high. Even though they allowed us to worship
under their protection and full security. We continued Durgostav for more years
as a small family get together, never made genuine attempt to appeal younger
membership or to review our many pitfalls. We failed to correct our approach
for survival in future. With dwindling membership, increasingly ageing
membership and stubborn attitude of a few, we became disheartened. Sumitra,
a devoted religious person, never stopped visiting the Puja in The Temple
where we started first. The Durga Puja in the Leeds Hindu Temple became
more popular then.

Enough is enough. Few of us begun to think seriously to separate ourselves
and to start Durga Puja in or around Sheffield. The Hindu community
dominated by Guijarati started to build a Hindu Temple at Sheffield. They
encouraged us to start Durga puja there in that Temple, though not fully
completed with limited space, small kitchen and very restricted parking
facilities. Once the idea was floated, others from surrounding districts, East
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, north Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire supported the
idea and became actively involved. It was great start under the banner
“Sheffield and Districts Durga Puja Committee”. YPC was a bit envious to our
success and blaming us for their downfall. But our successes were short lived.

We had very good few years there but not without contention. Our Maha
Austami and Gujarati Naba Rathri at the same time within that small temple
space brought dissension and disharmony. Moreover, there were some serious
issues between couple of our members with members of Temple management
committee. Soon the doors were closed for us. We were on the move again.
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We had to find a new venue within very short time for our forthcoming Worship
of the Mother Goddess. With the blessing of Ma Durga, we found Rockingham
Community Hall near M39 exit. We had very successful year. BBC radio
Sheffield was reporting our success but at the same time they kept on asking
intriguing questions to find reasons behind us leaving Sheffield venue.

We Bangalee have our own problems. There are some who are waiting in the
corner and to control everything rather than working together. A very small
dissident group started separate Durga Puja in Sheffield only a few miles from
Hoyland Common. Never mind more such move means more spread of
Hinduism. But we are a small community. Durgosab is a mix of religious, social
and cultural activities over a week demanding active workers, time, money and
dedication. At that time, we, all with our young families, were working unlimited
hours. Volunteers were in short supply. Somehow, we survived with successes
in wider the community.

Rockingham Community Hall was a poorly maintained property with roof
leaking and other limited facilities. Even though we thought about purchasing
this property for our cultural centre. But the property was in Trust for Miners
welfare. Trustees were not traceable. Long term maintenance was an issue in
a town of a very few Hindu families. Joining local community committee, | found
some hidden hostility from local residents. After few years we moved to our
current venue to Milton Hall, Elsecar village. Some of us were not happy then
because of its location. But Elsecar Heritage Centre was nationally known.

We started one puja with great enthusiasm at Leeds Hindu Temple. Soon it
became four, two in

Leeds, one in Sheffield and our one in Barnsley. These were good but not
sustainable. The original one YPC was self-destroyed even though healthy
sum of money in the bank but no members. Their Chairman, a God-fearing
person, very good friend was in mental agony with this money collected for
religious purposes. With my suggestion he relieved himself by distributing this
money between Leeds Hindu temple, Hindu Temple Puja Committee and
SDDCC. Soon after | lost my truly honest friend Amar.

Our breakaway group in Sheffield had their own venue but sadly closed down.
| do not know any more. We are now back to one in Leeds and ours one in
Barnsley. Both are doing well. We have had our ups and downs, but we have
enjoyed good time. We are lucky to have many talented members maintaining
great peaceful enjoyable wider family atmosphere. Hopefully with our unity,
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input from younger members, hard work, tolerance, ideas and dedication we
will continue to get involved new generation and provide our good services to
our small community for many more years in future.
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Pujo Memories
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Mrs Santa Basu

11.04.1947 to 27.05.2025

Following an epic 22-year battle with cancer, Santa passed away peacefully at
the age of 78 with her sons by her side. A beloved wife, devoted mother and
grandmother, Santa was a remarkable woman who dedicated much of her life
to her family, education and the performing arts. For many years, she taught
children across the county about Indian culture, religion, dance and the arts,
fostering understanding and appreciation among generations.

A proud advocate of her heritage, she was a towering presence in the British
Bengali community and was known as an oracle of Bengali culture. She first
came to prominence in 1965 when she won the National Rifle Shooting
Championship of India and went on to compete in the 1966 Rifle World
Championships in Germany at the tender age of 19. An adopted Yellowbelly,
she held the title of Lincolnshire County Champion in rifle shooting. Santa was
the cherished wife of her late husband, P.K. Basu a respected surgeon. She
was a caring mother to two sons, her daughter-in-law and was a doting
grandmother. Her warmth, wisdom, and indomitable strength will be dearly
missed.

The family wish to thank the cancer services at Nottingham City Hospital and
the community nursing teams. A heartfelt thank you goes to the staff at
Holmleigh Care Home in Navenby and all the carers who showed her so much
kindness in her final months. A memorial service was held on 20th June where
150 people attended to celebrate her life. The family are collecting for Cancer
Research UK as per Santa’s wishes.
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